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INTRODUCTION

In line with its mission statement, the West African Youth Network (WAYN) organized in 2005 the first Sub Regional gathering of young leaders and Members of Parliament from 13 West African Countries in Freetown, Sierra Leone. The meeting was organized with support from the Parliamentary Centre of Canada and represented part of a long term vision for the forging of the necessary strategic partnership between youth and MPs as a means of promoting youth’s participation in decision making, good governance, civil education, social responsibility and the implementation process of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). 

Since that historic gathering, WAYN has been seeking support to ensure the realization of some of the basic recommendations.  In 2005, WAYN-Niger, with the support of the United National Development Programme hosted a Youth Parliamentary Forum.  The Nigerien Forum was successful and helped to motivate the organization to continue to mobilize the necessary resources to organize the forum at a National level in other countries.

In October 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between The Parliamentary Center and WAYN.  Under this agreement, WAYN was charged with the responsibilities of organizing two Youth Parliamentary Forums in Nigeria and Senegal. The agreement further called for the publication and dissemination of a Sub-Regional Newsletter that would seek to promote the activities of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group, one of the outcomes of the Freetown Meeting.

Towards this end, WAYN, through its Nigerian Chapter, organized a Youth Parliamentary Forum in Abuja, Nigeria on 30 November 2006 at Royalton Hotel. This Summary Report will give a brief synopsis of the Forum. A Final Report that will also highlight the activities in Senegal will be compiled and submitted at the end of the entire activities along with the Financial Summary.

OPENING CEREMONY

The Opening Ceremony commenced at 9:00 am under the distinguished Chairmanship of Senator U.K Umar of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  The opening ceremony attracted members of the Fourth Estate, Youth Leaders and Six Members of Parliament.  In his opening statement, the Honorable Senator extended word of gratitude to the organizers of the forum, on behalf of the Nigerian Senate. He also expressed the need for the West African Youth Network to continue to work on the strengthening of the already existing partnership between young people and MPs. He pledged the readiness of the Senate committee on Women Affairs and Youth Development to continue to collaborate with WAYN as its stove to implement its programme in Nigeria.

Working Sessions

First Session:  Limit of Institutions and the implementation Process of the African Peer Review Mechanism in Nigeria

The first session of the Forum started at 10: 00 am.  The facilitator of this session was Mr. Kabiru Mohamed, the Senior Principal Programme Officer for Youth and Civil Societies, NEPAD office Nigeria.

In his two-hour presentation, Mr. Kabbah gave an overview of the activities of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in Nigeria.  His presentation was followed by a general discussion during which participants explored strategies relating to the African Peer Review Mechanism and NEPAD. 

Second Session: The Role of Youth and MPs in the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals

The second sessions started at 12: 00 am. The facilitator was the Programme officer of the West African Civil Socity Forum, Mr. Segun Odewale. 

In his presentation, Mr. Odewale reviewed the commitments of the MDG and recounted the necessity for youth and MPs to work together towards the attainment of these goals. The session generated a number of arguments and discussion amongst the youth and MPs and was able to achieve one of the basic objectives of the Forum: A healthy exchange of ideas between youth and MPs on developmental issues.  In their contribution, Hon Baba Shehu, Hon. Bala Nnahala and Hon. Sadiq Anwo further stressed the significance of youth participation in sustainable development and decision-making

Third Session: Youth and Parliament synergy on Budget monitoring and implementation in Nigeria

The third Session started at 2: 30 pm and was facilitated by Mr. James Oboh, Deputy Director, 

Budget Monitoring and Evaluation [BME] Federal Ministry of finance, Presidency, Nigeria. 

The session generated a lot of discussion because budget monitoring is a major concern in Nigeria.

During the discussion session, is was suggested and agreed by all delegates and MPs that there is need for serious budget monitoring in Nigeria to be jointly carried out by youth network and MPs. All MPs present volunteered to serve in the action group.

Fourth Session: The Role of Youth In the forthcoming Election and the Governance Crisis in Nigeria

The fourth session started at 5: 00 pm and was facilitated by Mr. Adeola Ojeniyi, the Country Director of West African Youth Network-Nigeria on the instruction of Hon. Idris king who asked to be excused, as he had to attend a special session of the parliament on election.

The session was participatory and all issues concerning the upcoming general elections in Nigeria and the governance situation in the country especially as it relates to the role of young people were examined.
At the end of the last session, a brainstorming session was held and the participants adopted the following observations and recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

1ST Session

a- Youth should be involved to participate in the implementation process of NEPAD with focus on the APRM
b- Youth and MPs partnership is very important in developing democracies like Nigeria in other to stabilize governance
2nd Session

a- Youth is major instrument of change, it must be mainstreamed for development

b- Youth should not just participate in governance but rather they should be involved in the whole process.
c- The partnership between youth and MPs must be consolidated if the youth must play a significant role in decision making processes
3rd Session

a- Parliamentarians must enlist the support of youth in other to effectively represent their constituencies

b- Effective budget monitoring for correct implementation and periodic evaluation is the only sure way by which Nigeria can meet the MDG target

c- Budget monitoring by youth organizations would further help in the fight against corruption

4th session
a- Youth involvement in election should not end at the polls but should be encouraged after the elections

b- Youth should not allow themselves to be used as instruments of disasters

LIST                  OF               DELEGATES

	NAME
	ORGANISATION
	ADDRESS
	E.MAIL
	PHONE

	1.ONYEUKWU MYRACLE C.
	CRUSAID INITIATIVE ASABA
	59 DENNS OSABEDEY WAY DELTA STATE
	MIRACHIZZY@YAHOO.CA
CRUSAIDPLUS@YAHOO.CA
	08059515139

08033264686

	2.INAH A. INAH
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	THREE ARMSZONE
	
	08068641010

	3.DAYO OLUGBOYE
	WANGO -NIG
	NO-15 IYAKA ST SABO KADUNA
	DGBOYE@YAHOO.COM
	08036422660

	4.YUSUF MOHAMED
	NYNETHA
	PORTISKUM YOBE SATE
	YUSUFAMUZOW@YAHOO.COM
	08022730954

	5. AFWANKS O JOSHUA
	WISE YOUTH FOR DEVELOPMENT
	PLATEAU STATE
	AFWANKSO@YAHOO.COM
	08036008636

	6.KABIRU MOHAMED
	NEPAD NIG
	ABUJA
	MKABIRU1966@YAHOO.COM
	08035881425

	7.AYOKUNU OJENIYI
	YOUNG LEADERS OF NIG
	AKURE
	ADMIN@YLNIGERIA.ORG
	08053983516

	8. SALAU ADEKUNLE
	
	KWARA STATE
	
	08032425262

	9. PRINCE SAMMI
	PEACE EMBASSY
	ABUJA
	RYSNG4PEACE@YAHOO.COM
	08024030569

	10 ABDULWAHAB ABDULKADIR
	CLEAN AND GREEN CITIES FOUNDATION
	ABUJA
	PM.GREEN@YAHOO.COM
	08034541120

	11. HAUWAR UMAR
	FHI/GHAIN
	ABUJA
	HAUWAR@GAIN.ORG
	08037878062

	12.ANISIOBI ELOZONA
	ANGLICA YOUTH
	ANABRA STATE
	ELGOD4ME@YAHOO.COM
	08062415994

	13. IDRIS MUSA
	AFEMAI YOUTH INITIATIVE NETWORK
	ABUJJA
	AFEMAIYIN@YAHOO.COM
	08023235155

	14.ESTER AGBARAKWE
	CRS
	CALABAR
	DONESTYC@YAHOO.COM
	08057128318

	15. SEUN ODEWALE
	WACSOF
	ABUJA
	O.ODEWALE@WACSOF.ORG
	08053948758

	16.SEN U.K UMAR
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	ABUJA
	UKUMAR139@YAHOO.COM
	08033164285

	17. BAR. SULEIMAN 
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	ABUJA
	SULEIMANABDULMUMINI@

AHOO.COM

	08036381470

	18.J.I OBOH
	MIN. OF FINANCE
	ABUJA
	
	08059110238

	19.IBORO UDOM
	NIG. YOUTH VANGUARD FOR DEMOC,JUSTICE
	ABUJA
	
	08065826861

	20. BAR. JOHN APOCH
	PEACE CORPS
	ABUJA
	APOCH2@YAHOO.COM
	08035917123

	21. KIYE MWAKAWAGO
	UNDP
	ABUJA
	KIYE1@HOTMAIL.COM
	08036900821

	22. LIMBA JOSEPH
	NETWORK FORUM 
	TARABA STATE
	GIMBA4PEACE@YAHOO.COM
	08064442699

	23. KAMALA GAYA
	NIG. YOUTH COUNCIL 
	KANO
	KAMALGY@YAHOO.COM
	08054239511

	24. UZOH IFEANYI
	CADA .NIG
	ABUJA
	UZOHICC@YAHOO.COM
	08058401000

	25. TUNDE BABALOLA
	
	
	
	

	26. HON.IDRIS KING
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	ABUJA
	
	09-2346198

	27.HON.BALA NNAHALA
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	ABUJA
	
	09-2376745

	28. HON ANWO SADIQ
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
	ABUJA
	
	09-2395439

	29. HON BABA 

SHEHU

30- Rebecca John
	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Akwa Ibom
	ABUJA

Southern Initiative
	
	09-2368798

08032413456
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      Forum on MDG and APRM Process in 

      Nigeria

(Venue: Royalton Hotel, Area 2, Garki Abuja)
                  Conference Programme
Thursday, 30th November 2006 (08:30-17:00 hrs)

08.30 - 09.30 hrs    Accreditation, Coffee/Tea
09.30 - 09.50 hrs    Opening Remarks
09.50 - 10.20 hrs    Opening Address
10.20 - 11.20 hrs   : Limit of Institutions and 

                                APRM implementation in 

                                 Nigeria
11.20 - 11.40 hrs   : Discussion
11.40 - 12.40 hrs   : The Role of Youth in MDG 

                                Attainment and NEPAD

                                Implementation in Nigeria

12.40 - 13.00 hrs   : Discussion
13:00 - 14.00 hrs   : Lunch
14.00 - 15.00 hrs   : Youth and Parliament synergy 

                                              on 

                                 Budget monitoring and 

                                 Implementation for MDG 

                                 Achievement in Nigeria
15.00 - 15.15 hrs   : Discussion
15.15 - 16.00 hrs    : The Role of 

               Youth In

               the forthcoming Election 

               and the Governance 

               Crisis in Nigeria

16.00 - 16.15 hrs    : Discussion

16.15 - 16.30 hrs    :Conference Review and

                                  Closing Session
Tel: +234-8033841891, E.mail:waynnigeria@yahoo.co.uk, www.waynyouth.org
