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While there has been a slight decrease in the number of inter state conflicts around the globe, the number of incessant intra state conflicts continue to increase at an alarming rate and has become the new threat to global peace and security. These protracted social conflicts have over the years lead to the killing of millions of innocent civilians, including women and children.  Over the last few years, the world has also witnessed the introduction of a new method of horrendous violence and terror being perpetuated by terrorists in the form of brutal attacks on innocent civilians.  This new form of violence seems to have permeated most societies around the globe and is now consider the number one threat to world peace and security.

There has also been a general increase in the recruitment of armed civilians around the world to help fuel war machineries and fight these new wars.  Non state actors, including rebel movements, and even terrorist groups have all intensified their recruitment drive in a bid to strengthen their position and continue to forge ahead with their formidable  war plans. To counterattack this massive recruitment policy, nations have also launched an aggressive recruitment campaign aimed at recruiting and mobilizing young man and soldiers to defend their sovereignty.

While all of these recruitments have been going on around the world with intensive media publicity, there has been a silence, low profile recruitment for a new army that has been going on for sometime now.  Unlike the others, there has been no publicity attached to this one despite the fact that the formation of this new army has been ongoing for some years now.  

According to the UNESCO charter, “since wars begin in the minds of man, it is in the minds of men that peace must be constructed”.  In line with this assertion and in keeping with its own Mission Statement of promoting world peace and understanding, Rotary International has over the years commenced the silent recruitment of a new breed of soldiers who are being trained and send into battle fronts at all levels to perpetuate a global culture of peace and security.  The training camps of this peculiar army are located around the world at eight leading universities with the latest being set up in Bangkok, Thailand at Chulalongkorn University where I am presently undergoing basic infantry training as one of the new recruits.

The selection process for the army is unique and open to all, regardless of religion, social background, class or creed.  While other armies prepare their recruits in basic infantry training designed to fight violent wars, the Training Programme of  the Rotary Peace Army  is designed to inculcate into the recruits the value and concepts of peace building and conflict resolution to enable them to be a  part of the solution in accelerating peaceful co-existence among the people of the world.  The recruits learn how to analyze conflicts with the view of utilizing these newly developed skills and weapons to promote world peace and further counterattack the weapons of violence and destruction. 

 For the past two months, I have had the unique privilege of being a part of the first group of recruits at the newest training ground of the Rotary Peace Army at Chulalongkorn University.  In two months time we have been vigorously drilled in the techniques and doctrines of negotiation, conflict transformation, non violence conflict resolution, reconciliation, mediation, amongst others.  Unlike other army camps, where the instructors seem to have immense power and always prescribe the required knowledge to the recruits, ours is a different ball game. In our camp, everyone, including the recruits and instructors, are considered to have basic experience that can be shared in an elicitive approach so as to enhance concrete discussions and general debates in class.

Our weapons include academic books, power point presentations, case studies, field study tours, class discussions, and the minds of the recruits and facilitators. Like recruits in other military camps, we also learn about maps and diagrams as tools for forging ahead in the line of battle.  However, our own mapping exercise is intended to equip us with the skill of mapping conflicts as a means of effectively diagnosing and analyzing these conflicts for peaceful resolution.  Step by step, we learn about the basic ingredients of conflict resolution including the rudiments of conflict triangle, conflict mapping and conflict tracking.

All recruits in the Rotary Peace Army look forward to going through the ranking system of the army to become General. This is due mainly to the fact that our Promotion System is based on transparency and hard work and coupled with how we transform our training into practice.  Upon graduation, recruits are expected to take the Peace Oath and be commissioned as Privates in the army and charged further with the sacred responsibility of going out into their communities and region to effectively serve as catalysts for peace building and conflict resolution.

After graduation, our task is to join the emerging network of peace analysts of Rotary International, under the banner of the Rotary Peace Army, to go out in the world and propagate the message of goodwill and peaceful co existence. Our jobs are to serve as mediators, negotiators, peace analysts and peace builders in our families, communities, countries, regions and the world at last.  In our army, we learned that Peace begins from the heart so we have a responsibility to start peace from within before venturing out.  This is one of our first basic lessons.

Unlike other armies, Rotary Peace Army does not have a retirement scheme. From graduation onward, newly commissioned soldiers are expected to serve for the rest of their lives, committing themselves to the noble idea of building a wholesome functioning culture of peace. “Once a Soldier of the RPA, always a Soldier of the RPA” is one of the slogans of the Rotary Peace Army.  Soldiers are therefore expected to take up the challenge with pride and dignity and go forward with their heads up high determined to make a difference, building bridges of peace, wherever they go.

Like all other recruits here with me at our beautiful training base in Bangkok,, I anxiously look forward to successfully completing my required course of study and to my graduation ceremony.  I do  only look forward to being commission as a Private in the Rotary Peace Army and also further dream of getting back into the world and working extremely hard to put into practice what I have learned throughout my three month basic infantry training. 

 I look forward to pursuing the path of peace; serving as a third party mediator or a negotiator; organizing training seminars for vulnerable groups, traditional  leaders, military officers and community leaders and indoctrinating them  with the doctrine of the Rotary Peace Army;  helping to analyze conflicts and becoming an effective agent for peace.  I look forward to rise in the ranks, from the rank of a private to serve as a commander and general.  This may sound too ambitious but we are being trained to rise up and spread the mantle of peace and this remains my basic focus and challenge, building a culture of non-violence and peace and becoming a General in the Rotary Peace Army. 

From a multi-track diplomacy approach, people everywhere have a major role to play in building an efficient culture of peace in our world today.  The Rotary Peace Army is trying to do just that by mobilizing and recruiting peace warriors from every corner of the globe to promote world peace, security and understanding. I am proud to be associated with such a unique global army.  I am proud to be a recruit in this army.  I will equally be proud to be called a General in the Rotary Peace Army.

