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West African Youth Parliamentary Leadership Forum

Hill Valley Hotel Conference Hall

Freetown, Sierra Leone, 6-8 April 2005

INTRODUTION 

The West African Youth Network organized the first in a series of policy forums between young people and Members of Parliament from 6-8 April 2005 at the conference Hall of the Hill Valley Hotel, Freetown, Sierra Leone on the theme: “Forging a strategic partnership between young people and MPs”. The choice of this theme was dictated by two considerations: firstly, the urgent need to formulate the necessary strategies aimed at changing the mindset that has prevented young people from participating in regional and national decision making institutions, and secondly, the unique role of Member of Parliament as direct representatives of the people and their statutory and constitutional responsibilities to enact laws that could promote governance and promote youth participation

CONCEPTUALIZATION

The idea for the holding of a West African Youth Parliamentary Forum on NEPAD grew from the felt need to break down barriers that tend to prevent young people from engaging in public participation, governance and leadership. Over the last few months, the West African Youth Network, in consonance with Mission Statement, has commenced a number of programmes aimed at empowering young people to actively contribute to the building of sustainable peace, human rights and accountability. One of such programmes is the creation of partnership between young people and relevant stakeholders to ensure youth’s participation in important issues. The concept represents a long term vision for youth participation in local and regional decision making. It seeks to examine how governance systems can be transformed so as to provide efficient representation for young people. 

The ISSUES

The theme of the Forum was chosen because of the recognition that Members of Parliament are direct representatives of the people and are therefore important catalysts and partners in ensuring the holistic participation of young people in decisions that affect their future.

West Africa’s development challenges in the twenty first century are multifaceted as it’s strived to achieve the objectives of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development will prove to be strenuous unless of course most of the region problems are directed towards alleviating poverty among its youth. Despite the many initiatives targeted at reducing poverty and implementing the agenda of NEPAD, the facts indicate that much more remains to be done. NEPAD represent a long term vision for collective and national political and economic reform.

With the bulk of West African population below the age of 30, the burden of West Africa’s protracted political and economic crisis affecting the continent falls on young people. The assets and talent of youth should be nurtured to enable for effective human resources development.

The future development of the region, therefore rest on the hands of today’s youth and a favourable condition for their social economic development and their participation in a democratic system are essentially the prerequisite for reaching the goals set by the various development initiatives.

The role of young people and MPs in building wholesome functioning societies and a region based on the respect for the rule of law, youth participation and good governance cannot be overemphasized. MPs are the direct representatives of the people and represent an enormous catalyst for social and democratic change.  It is therefore through the participation of youth and MPs that the vision and objectives set by NEPAD could materialize. 

The challenge is to mobilize the energies of youth and transform governance system so that they feel included and represented. Most political systems condensed to young people, relegating their concerns to the margin and bracketing them exclusively to issues such as sports and education. Many political parties have youth wings but these are often just a mean of political apprentice than a devise for the militarilisation of electorate politics. In the current contest there is a pressing need to address the challenges of youth and governance.

 OBJECTIVES

The Forum was organized in conjunction with the Mano River Union Peace Forum, a civil society movement in the Mano River Union. This was in recognition of the already close links between the West African Youth Network and Civil Society to promote youth participation.  

The specific objectives of the Forum were to:

a. To impulse the participation of young people and MPs in innovative leadership aimed at harnessing their energies to transform governance system 

b. To provide an open forum for youth and MPs to meet and discuss the  implementation process of NEPAD

c. To establish and maintain mechanisms necessary to ensure that the voices of young people are heard within local Parliaments and that youth issues are mainstreamed into regional decision making institutions

d. To encourage partnership between young people and MPs

EXPECTED OUTCOME

a. Increased involvement of youth and MPs in democratic processes

b. Increased Awareness on the Implementation Process of NEPAD

c. Setting up of a West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group

PARTICIPANTS AND HIGHLIGHTS

Participants

The Forum was addressed by high level authorities on the subjects of peace, the Implementation Process of NEPAD, with emphasis on the African Peer Review Mechanism, and Governance. An unprecedented number of nine MPs and thirty five youths were in attendance. The MPs were selected based on their work with youth while the youth leaders were chosen due to their own leadership role in their respective countries. Other invited guests included members of the Diplomatic Corp, United Nations Fund for Population Activities, OXFAM, Civil Society organizations, The Media and local youth groups.

Mr. Richelieu Marcel Allison, Regional Director of the West African Youth Network, chaired the Opening Ceremony.  The Vice President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, Hon. Solomon Berewa, give the Opening Remarks on behalf of the Government of Sierra Leone and  formally declared the Forum opened. The Minister of Youths and Sports, Dr. Dennis Bright, the Director of the Mano River Union Peace Forum, Dr. Oumar Ndongo, the Director of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies of the University of Sierra Leone, Mrs Menamuta Pratt, the Representative of the Parliamentary Centre, Ms Annie Gingras and Hon. Dr. F. Hassan of the Sierra Leonean Parliament, Mr. Roger Yombe Ngu, Civil Society Coordinator for Central Africa, also addressed the Opening Session

HIGHLIGHTS

There were several highlights of this historic session. There was an extensive and active interaction between the youth and the MPs, the first of its kind.  Several speakers addressed the forum on the implementation process of NEPAD. The format of the Forum itself was varied-Discussants, Keynote Speakers, Plenary discussion, response by speakers, and a way forward session. A whole session was devoted to the formulation   of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group. The Group will seek the follow up of the Forum.

Another highlight was the visit to the Special Court of Sierra Leone by all of the participants. This visit afforded the participants the chance to witness two of the trials at the court.  The high level of interest generated by the local media during the undertaking also added the needed valour to the forum and keeps the local population abreast of the day to day activities of the forum.

CONSTRAINTS

It must be noted that the organizing process was marred with lot of constraints. This was due primarily to the fact that the venue of the conference was changed, at the last minute, from Lome, Togo to Freetown, Sierra Leone.  This abrupt change, which contributed immensely to extra budgetary expenditures, was created as a result of the political tensions that flared up in Togo, few days to the start of the conference.  Owing largely to the uncertainty in Togo, it was agreed to organize the Forum to Sierra Leone. This affected the original budget of the Forum and led to the reduction in the number of youth participants from the various countries.

This Report seeks to present a bird eye view of the entire proceedings   proof the three days West African Youth Parliamentary Forum on NEPAD. In all fairness, the forum did achieve its overarching objective, the forging of strategic partnership between youth leaders and Members of Parliament. This was a giant step forward and a major achievement in the drive to promote youth participation in governance. 

WEST AFRICAN YOUTH PARLIAMENTRY FORUM ON NEPAD

HILL VALLEY HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM

FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE

6-8 APRIL 2005
PROGRAMME

RECORD OF THE FORUM PROCEEDINGS

Opening Session

Chair

Richelieu Marcel Allison, Regional Director, West African Youth Network

Christian and Muslim Prayers

Guest of Honour

H E Solomon Berewa, Vice President, Republic of Sierra Leone

Opening Statement

Keynote Address

Ms Nana Tanko, Executive Director, Open Society Initiative of West

Africa

Remarks

Dr. Dennis Bright, Minister of Youth and Sports

Dr. Oumar Ndongo, Director, MRU Peace Forum

Mr. Roger Yombe, Civil Society Coordinator, NEPAD

Hon. Dr. Fatumata Hassan, Member, Sierra Leone Parliament

Ms. Annie Gingras, Programme Officer, the Parliamentary Centre

Mrs. Menamuta Pratt, Director, Center for Peace and Conflict Studies    

Mr.  Boukarie Ensah, Commonwealth Youth Representative

Introduction of the Parliamentarians

Opening Addresses

Mr. Richelieu Marcel Allison, Regional Director of the West African Youth Network welcomed the participants and thanked the sponsors, the Parliamentary Centre and OXFAM, for their confidence in the abilities of young people to organize such an important initiative.  He described the Forum as a unique opportunity to promote dialogue between young people and MPs and predicted that in the next few years young people will leave the fence and get actively involved in governance. He also decried the present situation in Togo, which affected the initial organizing plan of the forum, and called on the Economic Community of West African States to remain resolute in its attempt to resolve the political impasse. 

Dr. Dennis Bright, Minister of Youth and Sports of Sierra Leone, congratulated the West African Youth Network for undertaken the Forum and formally welcomed the participants and delegates on behalf of the Government and people of the Republic of Sierra Leone. He expressed the satisfaction of his Ministry over the level of work done by the organizer, despite the transferred of the venue from Togo to Sierra Leone and expressed the hope that the entire exercise would be successful.

Mr. Roger Yombe, Civil Society Coordinator for Central Africa for NEPAD, admonished the participants to always remember that the future of Africa lies in the hands of African themselves and it was therefore incumbent upon them to always strive to promote NEPAD, which he described as a beacon of hope for Africans everywhere.  He lamented the plight of Africans as a result of conflict and bad governance and called for the pulling of varied talents to solve the numerous problems fcing the continent.   

Ms. Annie Gingras, Programme Officer of the Parliamentary Centre, give an overview of the Parliamentary Centre’s involvement in the Forum. A global leader in the field of parliamentary development, the Parliamentary Centre is a Canadian not-for-profit organization devoted to improving the effectiveness of representative assemblies and governance mechanisms in Canada and around the world.  The Centre delivers workshops, seminars and training to elected representatives and their staffs.  It conducts research on a range of topics related to parliamentary performance and practices.  Furthermore, the Centre helps parliaments establish networks crucial to democratic governance.

The Parliamentary Centre became more widely involved with African Parliaments as part of Canada’s contribution to the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). As most people would agree, democracy and good governance are some of the necessary conditions for sustainable development, which is NEPAD’s ultimate goal. Whether we are rich or poor, we all share the common desire for the respect of our human rights. The Parliamentary Centre is honoured to be part of that goal by working with twenty African countries through the Africa-Canada Parliamentary Strengthening Program (ACPSP), which is designed to help Parliamentarians share their experiences on good practices. This can be achieved through three networks: 

· Poverty Reduction network, 

· Anti-Corruption network, and 

· Gender Equality network

His Excellency Solomon E. Berewa, Vice President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, formally declared the Forum opened on behalf of the President and Government of Sierra Leone. Recalling the last Mano River Union Youth Parliament convened by the West African Youth Network, VP Berewa paid tribute to the youth of the sub-region for initiating another brilliant idea.  The key priority of NEPAD is to establish the conditions for sustainable development by ensuring, peace and security; democracy and good political, economic and cooperate governance; regional integration and cooperation and capacity building. The forum should therefore be viewed as a building bloc to achieving this all important priority of NEPAD.  Despite the fact that young people constitute more than fifty five percent of the population of West Africa, the majority of them until recently did not effectively participate in Governance of the their states. The reason for this is two fold: a) Governments in West Africa did not consider them equipped and mature enough to participate in national decision making hence, they were relegated to lesser roles; b) The youth did not exhibit enough sense of responsibility to merit inclusion in governance and decision making. There is clearly a need to bring these two views together and transform the mindset that have prevented youth in particular from playing a more proactive role in Governance and Democracy in Africa.  It is in this regard, that Government welcomes this forum where MPs and youth leaders exchange views of their respective roles in society. This is indeed a giant step in the right direction to bridge the gap between young people and their elected representatives. 

Hon. Dr. Fatumata Hassan, on behalf of the Speaker and Honourable members of the Sierra Leonean Parliament, welcomed her distinguished colleagues and youth leaders. She regretted the absence of the Honourable Speaker, due to unforeseen engagements, but extended his felicitation and wished the participants successful deliberations.

PROGRAMME

	Date
	Activity
	Presenter

	Tuesday, 5 April 2005 
	Arrival and Registration
	WAYN Secretariat

	Wednesday 6 April
	Opening Ceremony

Keynote Address

Remarks

Formal Opening Statement

Break
	-Ms Nana Tanko, Executive Director, Open Society Initiative of West Africa

Annie Gingras, 

Programme Officer

The Parliamentary Centre

Roger Yombe

Civil Society Coordinator, Central Africa, NEPAD

-Dr. Dennnis Bright

Minister of Youth and Sports, Republic of Sierra Leone

Hon. Dr. Fatumat Hassan

Member of Parliament, Sierra Leone

Dr. Ouma Ndongo

Director, MRU Peace Forum

Mrs. Menamuta Pratt

Center for Peace

H.E. Solomon E. Berewa

	
	Presentation and Discussion: An overview of NEPAD


	Roger Yombe

Civil Society Coordinator, Central Africa-NEPAD

Chair: Hon Adusa Kwabena, MP, Republic of Ghana

	Thursday, 7 April
	Presentations and Discussion:

Mainstreaming youth into national and regional decision making bodies

Peace building in West Africa: Progress and challenges

Good Governance, Human Rights and Leadership

NEPAD and the role of Parliamentarian

NEPAD and the role of Youths in the Diaspora

Discussion

Visit to the Special Court 
	Chairman: Hon Aliz King, MP, Republic of Nigeria

Dr. Dennis Bright

Minister of Youth and Sports, Republic of Sierra Leone

Mr. Menamuta Pratt

Director Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Dr. Oumar Ndongo

Director, MRU Peace Forum

Hon Abdou Abdoumane, MP, Republic of Niger

Obangs Bangura

The Netherland

	Friday, 8 April
	Presentation

Overview of the African Peer review Mechanism including the Role of Young People 

Working Group Discussion

How can governance system be transformed so as to provide better and efficient representation of young people?

Way forward in forging a strategic partnership between youth and MPs for governance

Recommendation and Formulation of West African Youth Parliamentarian Action Group

Closing Ceremony
	Daniel Edah

Executive Director, Africa Peace

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Session One: An Overview of NEPAD

Objective:  To give an overview of the activities of the New African Partnership for African Development, its origin, objectives, and priorities

Chair:

Hon. Kwabena Adusa, Member of Parliament, Republic of Ghana

Hon Adusa expressed his delight that young people themselves were beginning to undertake programmes aimed at bridging the gap between them and policy makers. On behalf of his colleagues, he commended the organizers for such a worthy undertaken and hoped that the gathering would lead to an effective partnership between youth and MPs. He spoke of the unique role of MPs, as representative of the people, in enacting laws that will effectively promote NEPAD and youth participation. He spoke highly of the ideas of the NEPAD.   

Presenter:  Mr. Roger Yombe Ngu, Civil Society Coordinator, Central Africa NEPAD

In his thought provoking presentation, Mr Roger Yomba Ngue, who was the proud recipient of a Special Award, by the Secretariat of NEPAD in 2004, for his sensitization work on NEPAD, involving Civil Society, give an overview of the activities of NEPAD.  He narrated events leading to the creation of the New Partnership for African Development  and described the institution as a vision and strategic framework for African’s renewal.
ORIGIN OF NEPAD? 

The NEPAD strategic framework document arises from a mandate given to the five initiating Heads of State (Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal, and South Africa) by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to develop an integrated socio-economic development framework for Africa. The 37th Summit of the OAU in July 2001 formally adopted the strategic framework document.

THE NEED FOR NEPAD?
NEPAD is designed to address the current challenges facing the African continent. Issues such as the escalating poverty levels, underdevelopment and the continued marginalization of Africa needed a new radical intervention, spearheaded by African leaders, to develop a new vision that would guarantee Africa’s Renewal.

Taking the historical responsibility to design and adopt NEPAD, African Head of States and government recognized the necessity to promote new leadership within the continent. They therefore integrated in the NEPAD founding document an appeal to the peoples of Africa which “States that: The new partnership for Africa’s Development will be successful only if it is owned by the African Peoples United in their diversity” (Paragraph 51) and that “But the struggle they would be waging will be successful only if our peoples are the masters of their own destiny” (Paragraph 54).

This Appeal continues by pointed out that: “We are, therefore, asking the African peoples to take up the challenge of mobilizing in support of the implementation of this [NEPAD] initiative by setting up, at all levels, structures for organization, mobilization and action” (paragraph 56). Furthermore, the leaders of the continent are aware of the fact, that the true genius of a people is measured by its capacity for bold and imaginative thinking, and determination in support of their development” (paragraph 57).

The young civil society coordinator then analyzed the primary objectives of NEPAD:

a) To eradicate poverty; 

b) To place African countries, both individually and collectively on a path of sustainable growth and development;

c) To halt the marginalization of Africa in globalization process and enhance it full and beneficial integration into the global economy;

d) To accelerate the empowerment of women;

2. THE PRINCIPLES OF NEPAD?

· Good governance has a basic requirement for peace, security and sustainable political and socio-economic development

· African ownership and leadership, as well as broad and deep participation by all sectors of society;

· Anchoring the development of Africa on its resources and resourcefulness and its people;

· Partnership between and amongst African peoples;

· Acceleration of regional and continental integration;

· Building the competitiveness of African countries and the continent;

· Forging a new international partnership that changes unequal relationship between African  and the developed world; and 

Ensuring that all partners with NEPAD are linked to the millennium development goals and other agreed development goals and targets.

The Presentation was followed by questions and answers, comments and inputs.  Most of the participants were impressed with the salient presentation and agreed that NEPAD indeed represented a beacon of hope for African everywhere.

Plenary Discussion

Discussions from the floor touched on some of the themes raised by the presenter.  NEPAD was now recognized as a formidable tool for the economical emancipation of the people of Africa.  NEPAD is recognize as a beacon of hope for Africans but the questions that continue to linger on the minds of many people is what could be done to practicalise NEPAD at the local and national levels? What could be do to enact laws and amend existing legislation that tend to impede the implementation process of NEPAD?

It was suggested that governments in the region inculcate the NEPAD process within their own development strategies.  Participants further endorsed NEPAD as an opportunity for internalising the millennium goals
And that young people and Parliamentarians should do all within their reach to promote the implementation process of NEPAD.

Day Two. Thursday, 7 April

Chair:  Hon Abdul Azeez Idris King, MP from Nigeria

First Presenter:  Dr. Dennis Bright, Minster of Youth and Sports, Republic of Sierra Leone-“Mainstreaming youth issues into National and Regional Making Institutions.

Objectives:  To examine the concept of youth participation and look at practical ways of mainstreaming youth into national and regional decision making bodies 

Mainstreaming youth in decision making….

Youth have therefore been at the centre of national and sub regional political life in these recent times, and it is only logical that they be part of the solutions we have been facing.

New wars. No West African Country is immune because all the symptoms exist in most of our countries. One way to prevent warrs is to enagee our youth, mainstream them into political and social life, make them stakeholders, give them  shares in their nations, a sense of ownership of their countries, get them involved.

In the emerging new world (globalization, etc) the youth are our assets who will ensure the continuity of our nations. It is unfair and even dangerous for the future of our nations to be busy solving old religious, ethnic, personal and regional scores and problems that have little or no bearing on the world in which the youth will be living in tomorrow and the challenges they will be facing. The Sierra Leonean youth today does not care whether Turay is spelt T-O-U-R-E, which is a colonial that that belongs to the era of their grandfathers. Let us allow them to live their own lives and forge their own experiences adapted to their times. This is why in Sierra Leone we do not hesitate to encourage West African Youth Network, Mano River Union Youth Parliament, etc. But the question they are asking is, do we stop at mere recognition, or supporting them with an office?

How to mainstream...

Two ways to do this: through practicing institutions and direct participation (question of definition comes in again because in some countries a young man or woman, 28 year old is no longer seen as a youth and may hold a position of higher responsibility. Must be put in context.

Practicing; in Sierra Leone; national Youth Policy and a National Youth Council, a structure that is democratic starting from the smallest administrative unit, i.e. Chiefdom up to the national level. Structure that has a legal status, established by law considered to the major interlocutor with Government and the International Community, representing the youth interest, and providing the position of the young people in national affairs. Provides opportunity for the youth to discover, test and try their own potential leader’s on positions of responsibility. Provides very good training in democratic practices and principles. Transition into national institutions of governance such as Parliament and the cabinet is smooth. At the international level, there are structures like the West African Youth Network, the Commonwealth Youth Caucus, all of which are practicing institutions where youth leaders gradually grow into handling international affairs.

Direct participation; some countries such as Uganda have provided for youth Members of Parliament, Youth Presidential Advisors, enjoying the same status as other MPs or Advisers. The rational for this is for the youth to be directly involved, and to directly influence decisions on behalf of their peers. This also gives a good image of the Government as being youth friendly. Problem is that this experience in some cases transforms the young MPs or Pas to such an extent that they become more than adults than youth in their thinking. They lose the freshness of their age. They are too busy traveling to Big Peoples conferences to have time to consult with their constituency. The other damage is the corruptive influence of money and patronage, e.g. Youth rep in a committee could be bribed to vote for a bill or other matters.

Options; it is therefore open. Either to support and promote training or practicing structures as the National Youth Council, or West African Youth Network, or Commonwealth Youth Caucus where more young people will have a chance of growing into leadership or direct participation in Legislatures, ECOWAS, AU etc, seemingly attractive but risky as well

or both

Second Presenter:  Mrs. Menamuta Pratt, Director, Center for Conflict and Peace Studies-“Peace building in West Africa, Challenges and Progress

Objectives:  To analyse Peace building activities in West Africa and to also impulse the participation of young people and MPs in processes of peace building and conflict resolution

Mrs Pratt presently served as Director for the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies at the Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. Over the years, she has been involved actively in the search of peace in her native Sierra Leone and in the Mano River Union.
Mrs Pratt commenced her presentation by expressing her appreciation to the organizers for selected her as the only female resource person but called for the selection of more females in subsequent programmes.

Her Presentation:

NEPAD as a strategy for good governance, peace and security

NEPAD, commonly defined as the new vision for the development of Africa, based on the integration of the continent and partnership between Africa and developed countries has as its priorities, Political good governance, good economic governance, infrastructure and education. Specifically, NEPAD’s goals include the establishment of good governance. This is a fundamental strategy for the success of development. It is especially important in the light of the fact that NEPAD’s Development project is designed from a partnership perspective.  In order to mobilize internal partners and create lasting relationships with external partners, Africa needs to reassure the legal, social and political conditions that will preserve mutual interest of the partners involve in its development.

However, the issue of governance can be addressed in many different ways, often depending on the conception underlying the concepts of good governance and development, whose principles and purposes should put the people first. This leads us to reflect on what good governance is and what are the principle condition and mechanisms of good governance, which is necessary for the successful implementation of NEPAD for the benefit of the Africans. 

The spread of conflicts in Africa is therefore a major challenge to NEPAD’s vision of peace, security and governance in Africa. Conflict is natural. It is an inevitable fact of life. It is found in all societies and communities at all stages of development. It occurs when ever people are confronted with perceived or real clashing interests, goals and values, or competing claims over scarce resources. Conflicts in West Africa are highly integrated with violence in the region becoming more frequently since the end of the cold war. With the exception of Nigeria, conflicts in the region are not interstate, not they truly intra-state, they are wide spread with sub regional character. While most of them originate in one country, they involve cross-border activities that engulf other communities.

Root causes of these conflicts include the legacy of direct and indirect colonialism. The Taylor factor in Liberia and Sierra Leone, the unfinished business of nation state building, and post-independent authoritarian government, which continue to violate human rights with impunity.

Additionally, there is a deep corruption, uneven distribution of wealth, militariliasation of state and an atmosphere of political exclusion based on religion and ethnicity. High unemployment, the proliferations of valuable minerals, particularly the illegal exploration of diamonds in Sierra Leone have combined to make conflicts worse. High levels of poverty and marginalization among the population have provided feeble conditions for conflict in the zone. One of the off shoot of these conflicts is the misuse of youths by political pundits as a vehicle for access to power and resource.  Scholars have described this factor as the lumen culture especially in the case of Sierra Leone.

One of the major challenges of states in West Africa is to develop effective approaches to managing social, political, economic and ethnic conflicts.  Managing competing interests and potential conflict in society is an integral part of statehood and sustainable peace. Another challenge of states is to have adequate capacity to integrate conflict management into routine practice of government.  This involves the tasks of developing committed governmental and civil society leaders as well as democratic institutional structure at the national, regional and international levels. It also calls for fair judicial and other dispute resolution processes and effective conflict management procedure to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts. This emphasis Peace Building in West Africa as a daunting task.     

Progress on Peace building in West Africa

In West Africa progress peace building has been varied and diverse and these are directly linked to, addressing the root causes of conflict- political, social, economic, rehabilitation and reintegration, addressing peace and justice-transitional justice, human right, reform and review of constitutions, election monitoring, reform of the security sector, legislative and judiciary, enhancing the role of civil society and the media, promoting partnerships between the government and stakeholders. The success of these has largely differed by country specific experiences of conflict, culture, political practice and the role of external actors in defining when and how to support peace building.

A culture of peace consists of values, attitudes, behaviour and way of life based on non-violence and respect for fundamental rights and freedoms of every person. In a culture of peace, power grows not from the barrel of the gun but from participation, dialogue and cooperation. It rejects violence in all of its form including war and the culture of war. In place of domination and exploitation by the strong over the weak, the culture of peace respects the rights of everyone economic as well as political. It represents a caring society which protects the rights   of those who are weak such as handicapped, children and the socially disadvantaged.

In a culture of peace, people assume a global human identity, such as gender, family, community, ethnic group or nationality.  The full participation and involvement of all is essential to the development of a culture of peace. It is essential that all groups be involved. A culture of peace cannot be imposed from outside. It is a process that grows out of the belief and actions of the people themselves and develops differently in each country and region, depending on its history.

Seemingly, peace-building efforts in West Africa have been practiced as a fire brigade approach that only comes after any conflict characterized by violence. The use of conflict prevention and early earning has been largely ineffective. Some of these setbacks have been the lack of resources, the lack of political commitment, absence of policies and programmes to enhance conflict prevention and peace building coupled with negative attitude and practice of bad citizenship. For successful process of peace building to progress in West Africa, a coordinated approach of embarking on peace building in the pre, crisis and post-crisis should be designed. This will respond to inevitable challenges, which are inherent as a result of the socio-economic indicators of peace and security in Africa. Peace building practice should be built on sound democratic practice of good governance and democratisation. Efforts by political leaders to refrain and prevent corruption, promote transparency, implement sound economic policies, respect human rights, embark and accept democratic reforms, work towards creating and improving on the economic status of its citizens, be ready to provide space to be voted for or against will be the cornerstone of progress in peace building in West Africa.

Plenary Discussion

Response

Third Presenter: Dr. Oumar Ndongo, Director, MRU Peace Forum

Governance, Human Rights and Leadership: Challenges and opportunity

Objective: To examine  good governance, human rights and leadership in the sub-region

Dr. Ndongo was very brief. His presentation reflected his background as a university professor. Instead of a formal presentation, he lecture the participants on the fundamentals of good governance, leadership and human rights, citing them as the root cause of all the conflicts in the region. He highlighted the need for the participants to practice good governance at all levels of their work and spoke of the key role of Parliamentarian in ensuring accountability and fighting human rights violations and corruption.

Plenary Discussion

Leadership and Good Governance as tools for sustainable peace and development in West Africa. Adopting accountability and transparency as priorities for poverty reduction and the yardstick for progress

Response

Fourth Presenter:  Hon.  Abdou Abdoudarame , Member of Parliament, Republic of Niger

“The Role of Parliamentarians in Promoting NEPAD”

Objective: To analyse the role of MPs in the NEPAD Implementation Process 

Hon. Abdoudarame was selected from among his distinguished compatriots, to present this special paper, specifically highlighting the unique roles of MPs in the implementation process of NEPAD.

His work as a Parliamentarian was manifested skilfully in his presentation.

PARLIAMENTARIANS AND NEPAD
All has accepted it that NEPAD is a real opportunity that will allow the Africa populations to believe in a better tomorrow.   It has been accepted by all that NEPAD is a real opportunity that will allow the African populations to believe in a better tomorrow. The parliamentarians, as the legitimate representatives of the people cannot afford to distance themselves from their tasks and implementation of the various programmes of NEPAD.  Rather they must take the lead in the execution of the strategies born out of this partnership.  They should used all the means at their disposal to support all the players to be part of the implementation of NEPAD`S programmes so that the new initiative will achieve a better success than former continental plans that enjoyed nothing but lip services.   The parliamentarians must act both collectively and individually in the sensitisation of Africans to have faith in their own destiny and their ability to improve on this destiny. 

HOW DO WE DO THIS? As parliamentarians we should introduce and adopt  legislation, agree on tax laws, and monitor the executive; The parliamentarians should be able to shift/extend their soles form that of dealing only with issues within their national groundings, and look beyond for areas of intervention in the sub-region and the entire continent i.e. . (a) National, (b) Regional (c) Continental.  

The Role of the Parliamentarians at National Level.  

Ali Nouhoum Diallo, President of the ECOWAS Parliamentary Forum, stated that Parliament as well as the executive should embrace NEPAD.  They should go deeper into the corners of NEPAD, its available resources, opportunities, strategies and objectives.  They should be convinced of the relevance of its choices and most especially, the indispensable commitments which everyone must subscribes to in order to achieve its objectives.

So a national parliamentarian-accepting NEPAD should make it a cardinal duty to involve his citizens in the process. He should convince his government to adopt national development strategies in line with NEPAD’s objectives. They should create common meeting points with the civil society, like rallies which have been effective tool for carrying innovations to the people. At governmental level, the parliamentarians ensure that the executive respects good governance an important parameter for the attainment of NEPAD goods. The Forum in Cotonou, viewed good governance in two ways, i.e., public and private.  The public aspect of governance was defined as:  

     “A state of signifying the primary of the rule of law.  

               -Transparency  

· The obligation on government to give account of its responsibility. 

· The participation of all the social components in the political, economic, administrative and local domains”.   

At this level also, the parliamentarians should not hesitate to draw government attention to its responsibilities when it is seen that the conduct of government is not in line with good governance as this is the bedrock of NEPAD foundation. 

In order to achieve this, each parliamentarian should set up a NEPAD network charged with following the changes in the implementation of programme and monitoring all government activities related to this and setting up a data bank that supplies information to all parliamentarians and the civil society.

A Senegalese parliamentarian once summarized the role of parliamentarian in the following five (5) points.

1. Information, training, advocacy

2. Appropriation, participation 

3. Monitoring –follow up evaluation

4. Legislative measures

5. Setting up NEPAD networks

THE ROLE AT REGIONAL LEVEL

All major African regions identified for the execution of NEPAD programmes should have temporary Supra-national parliaments. These parliaments should be strengthened to be able to evaluate all programmes in that region to achieve this; permanent commissions especially reconcilable for NEPAD matters, should operate in each parliament. A permanent commission at this level will be stronger than a network. The commission will closely follow up NEPAD’s Plans of Action for the region and should be empowered to begin to look all defaulting actions. In other word the national parliament should be ready to voluntarily   surrender some of their rights to the new institution so that it can level the needs of NEPAD.

This also implies that the national parliament will have to assign some of their members that are au-fait with NEPAD programmes and activities to the regional parliament. The new parliament should back to draw up programmes that they will follow and monitor as well as sensitize regional communities and working with a wide sample of independent expert networks.

CONTINENTAL LEVEL
The forum of African Parliamentarians, created in Cotonou in 2002, should be given a permanent status. The general secretariat should be  equipped enough to handle sustainable monitoring of NEPAD’s programs at continental level. It should have in place necessary structures that can monitor the activities of the execution in Africa on hand and closely do a follow up of the work of the commission of the AFICAN UNION vis a vis NEPAD programmes.

The Forum must see that national parliamentarians are committed to the dynamics of NEPAD and are aware that NEPAD is first of all “continental affair” and surrender part of their national sovereignties to its cause in order to ensure the full blown realization of it objective. Every national parliament should support them for the running of the Forum help the Forum becomes an observation post for the supervision of NEPAD’s project.

Hon. Alpha – Niaky BARRY, Secretary General for the African Parliamentary Forum, proposed that the Forum should be able to sensitize the parliamentarians on the following points in order to prepare.

· The creation of NEPAD  network

· The creation of electronic information centers

· Organizing NEPAD days

· Organizing regional seminar etc

Plenary Discussion

The role of parliamentarians, as representatives  of the people in contributing to the success of NEPAD?  The role of National Parliament in enacting laws designed to further the programmes of NEPAD. The role of parliamentarians in explaining the NEPAD’s process to their constituencies at the grass root level?

Fifth Presenter: Obangs Bangura, Afroneth, the Netherlands

“Role of Youth in the Diaspora”

The last presenter was Mr. Obangs Bangura, a Sierra Leonean Youth 

who have been living in the Netherlands for the last eleven years. His brief but interesting papers reflected on the role of young people living in the Diaspora in the implementation process of NEPAD.

I am here to address the subject of how the African Diaspora Youths, should work with groups like NEPAD and Local government Officials, in order to achieve progress and development for our continent. Therefore, the topic for my presentation this afternoon is “NEPAD and the role of the Diaspora youth”.

As we all know, Africa is blessed with rich natural resources. If properly exploited and managed by transparent and accountable governments, the combined natural resources of Angola, the D.R.C democratic Republic of the Congo and Sudan alone could raise the per capital income of the entire Africa people, on a level with development nations. The Sudan alone could be the breadbasket of Africa and the Middle East combined provided its Agricultural resources are fully exploited in rational and transparent situations.

However, the reality on the ground is rather frustrating. The people of Sub-Saharan Africa are the poorest in the world. Disease and Malnutrition is common feature in the continent. Low standard of education together with insufficient social services, have destroyed social and economic progress. Civil wars, natural calamities and HIV/AIDS continue to sap the energies of the population.

The 1990’s represents one of the most dehumanising periods of Africa’s post independent period. To start with the civil war in Liberia gradually spread like wide fire in Sierra Leone and Guinea and later to Ivory Cost, destabilising these West African countries.

However, the continent as a whole, has received plenty donations from various donor agencies, in order to alleviate her poverty status. But yet, the problems still remain. Many reasons are responsible for this scenario, but, prominent among these is: THE MAGINLISATION OF THE AFRICANS THEMSELVES, IN HANDING THEIR OWN PROBLEMS.

Today in the civilised and democratic world, we need to have Africans working in partnership with donors for the betterment of their continent. And one such group that should be given this honoured trust and responsibility is that of the “African Youths”. The African Youth should be honoured and empowered so as to be able to go down the road of development.

At this point, I will like to draw your attention to the fact that, I am talking of two sets of “African Youths” that is those who are living in the continent, and residence in their home country. The other set of African Youth I mean, are those because of wars and other reasons, have migrated to other countries, and have constituted themselves into Diaspora organisations of which I am one.

For instance, with the collapse of many African states, mainly because of civil conflict, tens of thousands of Africans were forced to migrate to the Netherlands, either as refugees or migrant workers over the last fifteen years or so. In 2002, there were some 180.000 Africans living in the Netherlands of which Sierra Leonean are marking up to 6,000. However, the African Diaspora is not limited to the Netherlands alone, but hundreds of thousands have found new homes within the E.U member states.

They have strong affinity and emotional feeling that ties them to their home country. They are fully aware of developmental challenges facing their countries. They also understand that peace is surely needed in their countries and they have burning desire to contribute to peace and reconciliation.

It will also interest you to know that, most of these Diaspora Youths are faced with new opportunities, in developing their skills. A good number of them are going through educational institutions an improving their skills and democratic values, which in the near future, could be exported to their home countries.

Therefore the bottom-line of my message today ladies and gentlemen could be loud and clear but very simple and that is “Count on the Diaspora youth, as a partner in the development of Africa”

If so, then it will not be a battle to be fought single handedly by the Diaspora Youth. Against this back-drop, I will suggest that NEPAD, and individual Local Governments, put in place a kind of system that will coordinate a good working relationship with the African Diaspora community. Along this road, I wish to recommend the four following points:

1. That Local governments should discuss way of reintegrating members of the African Diaspora

2. That youth should play a kind of pro-active role in awareness rising.

3. That Gender equality is put in practice.

4. That a communication channel amongst all actors including Diaspora organisations be put in place.

Landmark Visit to the Special Court of Sierra Leone

Objectives:  To acquaint the participants with the functions, activities and operations of the Special Court of Sierra Leone. This will enable them to reflect on the need to deviate from the culture of impunity and adopt the rule of law.

As part of the activities of the Forum, the organizers, in collaboration with the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) and the Registrar of the Special Court of Sierra Leone, organized a Special Outreach visit to the headquarters of the Special Court of Sierra Leone, located in Jomo Kenyatta Road, Freetown. The visit was primarily intended to abreast the participants with the operations of the court and its contribution to the rule of law in West Africa. The Special Court of Sierra Leone was created, pursuant to Security Council Resolution No. 1315 (2000) of 14 August 2000, by the Agreement between the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. 

As early as 3 p.m. on Thursday, 7 April, two diplomatic vehicles, from the Office of the Registrar of the Special Court, assembled on the premises of the Hill Valley Hotel to convey the participants to the court. However, due to the intensive nature of the ongoing presentations and discussion of the forum, the initial appointment was delayed for an hour.   

The visit to the Court commenced with a briefing by the Prosecutor of the Court, Dr. David Crane and the Registrar Mr. Robin Vincent.  Dr. Crane informed the participants about the activities and functions of his office. The Office of the Prosecutor is charged with the responsibility of bringing to justice all those who bear full responsibility for crimes committed in the territory of Sierra Leone during the Civil war. The OTP gathers evidence on crime committed and also argues and gives evidence that the accused are guilty of those crimes.  

The office has already indicted 13 individuals, including the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, and has commenced the trial of nine of the indicted defendants who are presently in the custody of the court. Two are dead and two are at large.  Dr. Crane disclosed that the court does not subscribed to the death penalty and those found guilty will be confined to jail.

In his brief presentation, the Registrar of the Court, Mr. Robin Vincent explained the functions of his office. The registry is responsible for those functions which support the court process as a whole. It handles the administration support of the court, comprising the finance, personnel and Procurement sections, the communication and Information Section, the General Services Section, the Security Section, the Court Management Section, the Witnesses and Victims Section, and the Detention Facility. Furthermore the Registry is the Official channel of communication of the court and operate a Public Affair Office and Outreach Section. The Defence Office is also officially part of the Registry, although its acts as an independent office in the interests of justice.

At the end of the two presentations, the two officials took up time to respond to the numerous questions and concerns by the participants. Questions, ranging from the indictment of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, to the jail sentences for those defendants that will be found guilty, were posed to Dr. Crane and Mr. Vincent.

This was followed by a brief observation of two of the trials by the participants, the trial of the Civil Defence Force (CDF) and that of the Revolutionary United Front.  One could see the excitement and anxiety on the faces of most of the participants as they were ushered into courtrooms of the imposing edifice of the Special Court. They have heard about the work of international tribunal; read about the brutal civil conflict in Sierra Leone; here they were, in  Court rooms, observing the trials first hand and seeing for the first time, the judges, lawyers and some of the defendants. Indeed, it was a moving experience. 

The session at the court, which lasted for about two hours and thirty minutes, was climaxed by a reception and the distribution of informative materials, including the various indictments against the accused and the Annual Report of the Court. 

Day Three: Friday, 8 April

Chair:  Sammy Jacobs-Abbey  

Presenter: Daniel Edah, Africa Peace-Benin

‘The African Peer Review Mechanism and the Role of Young People’

Objective: To give a brief overview of the APRM Process and analyze the role of young people

OBJECTIVES OF THE APRM

-To encourage the adoption of policies, norms and practices for the promotion of:

a)political stability

b)economic growth

c)sustainable development

d)rapid economic integration as sub regional and continental levels 

Principles of the APRM

The major principles of the APRM stress on the issue of ensuring that all evaluations undertaken within the framework of this process should 

a) be based on technical competence

b) be credible

c) be free from all political manipulations

Areas of Intervention of the APRM

-Democracy and Political Governance

-Governance and Economic Management

-Cooperate Governance

-Socio-economic development

Each sector has its specific objectives, with norms and permenant indicators to ensure proper evaluation

Participation in the APRM Process

Participation which is open to all countries is not compulsory. Interesting member countries only need to indicate their desires in writing to the Chairman of Heads  of States and Governments Implementation Committee (HSIC) that is responsible for the 

Implementation of NEPAD. 

The APRM is managed by the Group of Five Eminent  personalities. They are chosen based on their experience and knowledge of the APRM. They should be people with high moral integrity, with proven record of commitment to Pan Africanism. They are nominated by member states, preselected  by the Ministerial committee and finally approved by the Heads of States and Governments. The final approval  will be based further on appropriate technical competence in the areas of governance policy, macro-economic and public finance management. The criteria also take into account regional and gender balance and cultural diversity.

The Periodicity

A Country should prepare and present programme clearly stating an assorted calendar for the implementation of the APRM Declaration, based on political, economic governance and this should include periodic evaluations which will be of four types:

a. First evaluation of general nature to be done 18 months after joining the APRM.

b. Periodic evaluation to be take every two or four years

c. A country, for personal reasons, can request an evaluation to be done outside the normal periodic ones.

d. The committee of Heads of States and Governments have powers to evaluate the situation of a member countries in cases of socio-economic and political instabilities that might need urgent attention.

APRM Process

This revolves around periodic evaluation of the policies and practices of member states. It is to assess progress registered in achieving the goals and respecting the values of governance. It helps countries make critical analysis of the impact of national politics.

Phases of the APRM Process

1. A study of political, economic, and commercial governance based on the country’s level of development will be conducted on the bases of original documents from the country and international bodies. 

2. The APRM team then moves into the country to start work firstly through indept consultation with the Government, leaders in society, political parties parliamentarians, civil societies representatives, trade unionist, professional bodies etc.

3. The team then prepares it report taking into account all information collected from the sources above. It should be tied up with the country’s committement to economic, political and commercial governance and the program of Action. The reporting starts with the discussion of the document with the national government. This is to confirm on the facts of detail collected from various sources and to make additional inputs. Additional comments and observations will form annexture to the report.

The report should include among others these questions

a. Is the government prepare to address the concerns raised by the people?

b. What are the resources needed to solve these problems?

c. What percentage of the resources required to solve the problems will be coming from the country’s government?

d. How much time do you need to rectify presiding problem, situation and provision of resources?

4. this phase starts from the moment the report is submitted to the heads of states of government by the APRM secretariat and terminates with its adoption and comments by this committee. The committee of member states will take the necessary steps to find the solution to a country whose problems have been highlighted by the APRM, if the country concerned demonstrates signs of willingness to repair ills around its people etc.

5. Six months after the adoption by the committee of head of states and government, it will be circulated publicly to all sub-regional structures, like the pan-african parliament, the African commission for human rights etc.

Review of the APRM

The process can be reviewed only at a conference of member states – and this can be done only once in five years.

APRM and the youth (young people)

Though the youths are leaders of tomorrow, they can only build the future on foundations of the present generation, therefore the young people can:

· take ownership of APRM through information, training, education and communication.

· Bring all African states to register with the APRM

· Promote the APRM and advocates for implementation of its rules by all countries

· Advocate for the inclusion of young people in the preparation of program of action – which forms the basis of evaluation

· Advocate for the inclusion of young people in the evaluation team going to various states.

· Participate effectively in the different phases of the implementation of the review mechanism. 

APRM, THE PARLIAMENTARIANS AND YOUNG PEOPLE

There should be constructive dialog between parliamentarians and the young people if we want to ensure the effective participation of the youth in West Africa in the decision making process and lives of people in the society.

· young people should access to parliamentarians so that they can listen to their problems and needs

· the parliamentarians should be seen as defenders of a dynamic youth movement and commit themselves to the cause of national development 

· the young people should be able to sensitize the public on the  roles and responsibilities of parliamentarians, as most young people misunderstand the duties of parliamentarians and mistake them for social workers, approach them with unreasonable pecuniary problems and exposing them to undue blame.

As youths we should sensitize, educate and inform people especially other youths to avoid unsavoury situations that may destroy the future of democracy.

When once such a mechanism is established the two sides can join forces to lobby for the registration of African countries with APRM and the effective and honest implementation of APRM  policies.

Actions

Promote and popularize NEPAD

Promote and popularize APRM

Advocate for registration with APRM

Advocate for the implementation of APRM policies

Plenary Discussion

Discussion was primarily focused on compliance with and implementation process of NEPAD, with focus on the African Peer Review Mechanism by West African states. Youth and MPs were recognized as major partners in the drive to encourage states to accede to the APRM process.

Working Group Session

This session was consider a very important aspect of the Forum as it provided an open forum for all of the participants to critically examine and discuss the issues as a mean of formulating the necessary strategies aimed at addressing the problems. Unlike the first two days, this Way Forward and Action session, was chaired by two of the youth participants.   

Opening the Session, the chairmen commended the MPs for taking time off their busy schedules to participate in such an historic session. They said that they were proud to be selected to chair such an important session of the Forum and described the forum as the beginning of an interactive level of interaction between MPs and youth leaders. Each of the MPs also expressed their appreciations for the level of interaction and called on the youth to adopt a new approach to the issue of governance.

Their Opening remarks were followed by various responses from across the floor, after which, participants were divided into two thematic groups. The tasks were to put forward the necessary recommendations as well as formulate strategies for the formation of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group to serve as a permanent link between youths and MPs and to make the necessary follow up on the recommendations arising from the Forum.

Group One:  How can Governance System be transformed in order to enhance youth participation?

Group Two: Proposed Partnership between youth and MPs to promote Good Governance, NEPAD, Peace and Human Rights

The two groups, comprising of both MPs and Parliamentarians, met in separate working session. The working sessions was characterized by of brainstorming and frank exchange of ideas and comments by all participants. After two hours of intensive deliberations and inputs the following recommendations were put forth:

RECOMMENDATIONS ARSING:

Group One:

-Setting up of National Youth Democratic Councils; 

-Reviewing of Laws that impede young people participation in politics and governance;

-Encouraging of youth to participate in National and Local elections and seek Public Office;

-Creation of micro finance projects to sustain youth development;

-Mobilizing youths to participate in local and national decision making bodies

Group Two:

-Preparing of Collective Plan of Action;

-Parliamentarians should give youth the chance to participate and get involved in Parliamentary Proceeding in their respective countries;  

-Building good and effective communication amongst MPs and youth leaders;

-Formation of National Youth-Parliamentary Action Group in each country to foster ties between youth and MPs at the national level;

-Formation of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group to link up West African Parliamentarian with youth leaders;

-Developing a regional integrated strategic plan, using the NEPAD framework;

-Developing and implementing a strategy for good governance and the promotion of democracy, peace and security

-Accelerating accession to the APRM by West African states

At the end of their discussion, participants met in Plenary and endorsed the recommendations. It was then agreed that the formation of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action could go a long way in fostering strategic partnership between youth leaders and Members of Parliament.

Following few comments and inputs from across the floor, it was decided that the Action Group be composed of the following members:

a. Two Representatives from the MPs

b. Two youth Representatives

c. One representative from WAYN

d. One representative from the MRU Peace Forum

Having agreed to this composition, the various delegates went into Committee rooms for the purpose of selected the representatives to the Action Group.  At the end of the various consultations, the following personalities were selected to serve on the Action Group:

1. Andre Aafanou (Togo)-Direct Representative of WAYN

2. Hon Joseph Kaindouh (Sierra Leone)-MP

3. Hon. Assieta Sideble( Burkina Faso)-MP

4. Mr. Sammy Jacobs-Abbey (Ghana)-Youth

5. Ms. Amina Iro Mousthapha (Niger)-Youth

6. Mr.  (Sierra Leone)-MRU Peace Forum

After their selection, the Group meet briefly for the purpose of familiarization and to chart for themselves the next course of action. As brief as their meeting were, Mr. Aaafanou was charged with the responsibility of overseeing the activities of the Action Group.

CLOSING CEREMONY

The three day Forum was climaxed by an Informal Closing Ceremony. The Regional Director of the West African Youth Network, Richelieu Allison, Dr. Ndongo of the MRU Peace Forum, Mrs. Menamuta Pratt of the University  of Sierra Leone, Mr. Daniel Edah, Hon. Joseph Kaindouh of the Sierra Leone, and Hon Bakiri Youlou of Benin delivered separate remarks.  In an emotional statement on behalf of his colleagues, Hon Yolou praised the youth for the level of maturity exhibited during the Forum and said that the Parliamentarians were happy to know that young people are ready to engage in productive activities like governance and human rights.  He also spoke of the level of hospitality they received and thank the West African Youth Network for initiating the concept.

The highlight of the Closing Ceremony was the rendering of a Special Song, “The Children’s Cry” by one of the participants, Herbert Bangura. This spirited performance brought most of the participants to the platform and, in an encouraging show of unity; they all held out their hands in the air and sang the chorus of the song together. It was indeed a moving experience, as some of the participants, who could not control their emotions, were moved to tears, while some MPs and youth took to the floor to dance, breaking down the artificial barriers that had divided them in the past.

Conclusions and the Way Ahead

Postscript

From the Stand to the Pitch: What are the ways forward for West African youth’s participation in governance?

The questions and the setting

‘How can governance systems be transformed so as to provide for better and efficient representation of young people?’

‘What roles can young people and MPs play in regional initiatives such as ECOWAS and NEPAD’

‘What are the roles of West African youths in the Diaspora’

‘What can be done to forge partnership between youth and MPs so as build a culture of good governance, accountability and democracy in the region’

Such were the questions addressed by the three-days forum of Youth leaders and MPs held in Freetown from 6-8 April 2005.

The conference was organized to draw up the necessary mechanisms to promote the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and to ensure a new level of interaction between young people and Members of Parliament as a means of promoting youth participation, governance and accountability. 

The conference focussed on three main issues: raising awareness on NEPAD, with emphasis on the African Peer Review Mechanism, forging strategic partnership between youth and MPs and the formation of a West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group to serve as a formal regional link between youth and MPs and to follow up the recommendations arising from the forum.

In setting up the conclusion of the forum, which may be drawn from the formation of the West African Youth Parliamentary Action Group to follow up on the progress made at the Forum, it has to be remember that the action group seek to link up the activities of youth and MPs in the areas of governance, peace building and human rights. The Group seek to forge a strategic partnership between young people and MPs as a mean of scaling up the involvement of young people in decisions that affect their future.

As this report confirm, the need to forge such a partnership cannot be overemphasized. There are many expectations surrounding its development and the need to play a more proactive role in regional issues. At the time of the writing of this report, the Group has already commenced consultations aimed at facing the sterner challenges that lays ahead in the implementation its objectives.

Promoting the NEPAD Process

The forum was a unique West African Platform to promote the Implementation Process of NEPAD. Advocacy is needed: for urging the AU to request annual reports from governments on the implementation of NEPAD and submission of these to the Pan African Parliament

Implementation, Implementation, Implementation

What should be done?  Progress is a continuous process. Participants at the Forum were challenged as to how they could associate themselves with the process. With so much to do there is a role for all the actors, MPs and youth leaders: harmonizing laws that impede the public participation of young people in governance; making the concepts of NEPAD better known in Parliaments, youth organizations, schools and communities, increased collaboration  and networking among youth and MPs at the national and regional levels; making strong recommendations to Executive and mobilizing youth groups and students to pressure national governments to adopt the African Peer Review Mechanism as a yard stick for good governance and accountability, developing strategies for translating the recommendations arising from the forum into concrete action. 

Translating Policies and recommendations into action 

Implementing recommendations remain a major hurdle, at the national and regional level. The Network and the Action Group was called upon to develop strategies, tools and mechanism to help implement the recommendations at national and regional levels. Identifying the barriers that prevent implementation, policy dialogue and advocacy should be addressed in this work.

These were some of the challenges put further at the Forum. We at the West African Youth Network are committed to meet these challenges. We are cognizant of the immense challenges ahead of us. Our vision is that West Africa gives its youth roots to stand and wings to participate in governance and the implementation process of NEPAD. Our dream is that MPs, as direct representatives of the people, participate fully in making our vision  of youth participation in governance becomes a practical reality.  Our task is that every youth will lead a healthy life and contribute meaningfully to the emerging of a peaceful, democratic and prosperous region that overcome its marginalization in a globalized world

To this end we seek the support of all.

Annex 1: Statements and Presentations

Speech Delivered by the Honourable Vice President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, H. E. Solomon Berewa at the Opening Ceremony Of The West African Youth Parliamentary Leadership Forum on NEPAD Held at the Hill Valley Hotel, Signal Hill, Freetown, Sierra Leone on Wednesday 6th April, 2005 at 10:00 a.m.

Mr Chairman

Ministers of Government

Honourable Members of Parliament

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corp

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am delighted to be here this morning to participate in this historic gathering of youth leaders and distinguished MPs from the West African sub-region. Indeed history will recalled that this was the first time that youth leaders and MPs from our sub-region came together to discuss issues relating to the future of West Africa.

I must congratulate the West African Youth Network for initiating this brilliant idea. Two years ago, the West African Youth Network organized the first Mano River Union Youth Parliament in Freetown. That Parliament brought together youth leaders from Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone. At the end of the meeting the youth had a meeting with His Excellency The President on 15th August 2003 at which time they discuss issues relating to peace in the Mano River Union and also presented him the Africa’s Future Plaque 2002 Award, in recognition of his own contribution to peace and human security in the Mano River Union Basin.

Together, we have gathered here to witness the commencement of another unique programme, this time an initiative that seeks to forge a strategic partnership between young people and MPs in our region. On behalf of the Government of Sierra Leone, I want to congratulate the youth Network for the level of innovation and commitment in ensuring   the empowerment and development of youth in West Africa.  

I have been informed that the theme of this forum is “forging strategic partnership between young people and MPs for good governance and sustainable development”. I have also been informed that this forum seeks to formulate the necessary strategies aimed at changing the mindsets that have prevented young people in the past from participating in regional and national decision making bodies.

Despite the fact that young people constitute more than fifty five percent of the population of West Africa, the majority of them until recently did not effectively participate in Governance of the their states. The reason for this is two fold:

· Governments in West Africa did not consider them equipped and mature enough to participate in national decision making hence they were relegated to lesser roles; b) 

· The youth did not exhibit enough sense of responsibility to merit inclusion in governance and decision making. 

There is clearly a need to bring these two views together and transform the mindset that have prevented youth in particular from playing a more proactive role in Governance and Democracy in Africa.  It is in this regard, that Government welcomes this forum where MPs and youth leaders exchange views of their respective roles in society. This is indeed a giant step in the right direction to bridge the gap between young people and their elected representatives. 

Let me remind you that a key priority of NEPAD is to establish the conditions for sustainable development by ensuring, peace and security; democracy and good political, economic and cooperate governance; regional integration and cooperation and capacity building. The forum should therefore be viewed as a building bloc to achieving this all important priority of NEPAD.

In Sierra Leone, the Government has long recognized the need to include the youth in the development process and to develop their capacities so that they can effectively participate in the developmental process. This is evident by the series of consultative process that have taken place through out the country involving youths and the roles they can play in our society. Also, Government has set-up a separate Ministry of Youth and Sports charged with the responsibility of facilitating Youth Development Programmes and Initiatives.

In addition, the Sierra Leone Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PSRP), which is the framework for medium to long term development, underscores youth development as vital to sustainable development in Sierra Leone. It is for this reason that the Government is going to table a Special Youth Development and Employment Programme alongside the PRSP at the Consultative Group Meeting in Paris in June this year.

The New African Partnership for Development (NEPAD) represents an honest attempt by African Countries to break down the barriers that have subjected them to years of backwardness and underdevelopment. As you deliberate in the next few days, I wish to urge you all to remember that all of us have a stake in the development of Africa. NEPAD is a beacon for Africa and it is incumbent upon us to ensure the achievement of its inherent objectives.

Finally, I wish to congratulate the Parliamentary Centre of Canada, OXFAM and the Mano River Union Peace Forum for providing support to this initiative.

On behalf of the Government, I wish to request the Parliamentary Centre for further support in the capacity building and training of Members of our Parliament.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the government of Sierra Leone, I wish to declare this West African Youth Parliamentary Forum open and I wish you participant’s successful deliberations.

I thank you all for your kind attention

Parliamentary Centre Opening Statement

West African Youth Parliamentary Forum on NEPAD

April 5-8, 2005 

Freetown, Sierra Leone

His Excellency Vice President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

Honorable Minister for Youth and Sports

Honorable Members of Parliament from the region

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is with great pleasure that the Parliamentary Centre associated itself with this seminar which, we hope, will be a turning point for the active participation of youth in democracy.  The Centre`s involvement in the seminar is made possible because of the Canada Fund for Africa, managed by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) which provides us with the funding for our programs. 

Mr. Chair, allow me this opportunity to provide a brief background to our involvement with this seminar for the benefit of those present who may not be so familiar with the work of our organization. A global leader in the field of parliamentary development, the Parliamentary Centre is a Canadian not-for-profit organization devoted to improving the effectiveness of representative assemblies and governance mechanisms in Canada and around the world.  The Centre delivers workshops, seminars and training to elected representatives and their staff.  It conducts research on a range of topics related to parliamentary performance and practices.  Furthermore, the Centre helps parliaments establish networks crucial to democratic governance.

The Parliamentary Centre became more widely involved with African Parliaments as part of Canada’s contribution to the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). As most people would agree, democracy and good governance are some of the necessary conditions for sustainable development, which is NEPAD’s ultimate goal. Whether we are rich or poor, we all share the common desire for the respect of our human rights. The Parliamentary Centre is honored to be part of that goal by working with twenty African countries through the Africa-Canada Parliamentary Strengthening Program (ACPSP), which is designed to help Parliamentarians share their experiences on good practices. This is achieved through three networks: 

· Poverty Reduction network, 

· Anti-Corruption network, and 

· Gender Equality network

The ACPSP also allows for African parliaments and other related organizations to submit proposals for support in line with the objectives of the program. The funding for this seminar was provided within that framework and in concert with the ACPSP`s NEPAD related objectives.  Furthermore, recognizing that youth are the future and not always heard, as well as the Centre`s wish to working more closely with youth, this seminar seemed key in mobilizing young people and members of parliament in West Africa to actively participate in the implementation process of NEPAD and the promotion of democracy, civic education and human rights. The objectives of the forum are:

· To urge the participation of young people and MPs in innovative leadership aimed at addressing the question of youth representation in political parties;

· To provide an open forum for young people and MPs to discuss NEPAD’s activities;

· To establish mechanisms to ensure young people are heard within local parliaments, ECOWAS and NEPAD; and

· To encourage regional partnership between young people and parliamentarians.

This project represents a long-term vision for youth participation in local and regional decision making as well as a framework for a strategic partnership between young people and MPs.  We must not forget that young people are the democratic leaders of the future.  Perhaps among us are future presidents, should they not be equipped today with the tools for good governance?  My remarks would be incomplete without taking advantage of this opportunity to express our deepest gratitude to Sierra Leone Parliament and in particular the Ministry for Youth and Sports, Oxfam, the Mano River Union Peace Forum and especially to the WAYN Secretariat here in Freetown and its Regional Secretariat in Togo for their vision, dedication and commitment in making this forum a reality.

Thank you!

Annie Gingras

Program Officer, Africa

Overview on NEPAD and the dynamics of civil society and the parliamentarian involvement

Communication by Mr. Roger Yomba Ngue
Executive Director of Positive Africa

NEPAD Civil Society Regional Coordinator for Central Africa

6 April 2005, Freetown, Sierra Leone

INTRODUCTION

In 1963, African states newly independent, established the Organization of Africa Unity-OAU. This Pan African Organization had the essential role to release Africa from the colonial Mastery. In 1994 after the independent of South Africa from the Apartheid regime, the political liberation of the whole of Africa became a reality.

The challenge of political release was over. Africa now has to face the daily needs of children and assume its own development. It then became pressing to re-examine the OAU and to redefine a new vision, which corresponds better to the new aspirations of the African People.

That is what motivated the change of the OAU to the AU with a new constitutive Act that reflects the determination of African Leadership to handle the destiny of our continent. The launching of the NEPAD during the 2002 African Union summit at Lusaka, Zambia aimed to address the socio-economical challenges, which are posed in Africa after its political independence. NEPAD is not an institution, which competes with the African Union, but rather a program of the Union to make effective the African Renaissance.

The NEPAD is a program of the African Union designed to meet its development objectives. Conceived by the Africans and for the Africans. It is not a new creation; the ideas and projects of NEPAD are initiatives in progress so far, even before the period of independences and which could not be concretized, due to lack of mechanism and engagement lights. With the difference of the past plans, the NEPAD has a passenger waybill and an institutional instructing with focal points on the level of each country. It is the fruit of the engagement of the African Heads of State who, for once and in an official way, take the measurement of the challenges that globalization imposes on Africa.

3. DEFINITION OF NEPAD? 

The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) is a vision and Strategic Framework for African’s Renewal.

4. ORIGINS OF NEPAD? 

The NEPAD strategic framework document arises from a mandate given to the five initiating Heads of State (Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal, and South Africa) by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to develop an integrated socio-economic development framework for Africa. The 37th Summit of the OAU in July 2001 formally adopted the strategic framework document.

5. THE NEED FOR NEPAD?
NEPAD is designed to address the current challenges facing the African continent. Issues such as the escalating poverty levels, underdevelopment and the continued marginalisation of Africa needed a new radical intervention, spearheaded by African leaders, to develop a new vision that would guarantee Africa’s Renewal.

Taking the historical responsibility to design and adopt NEPAD, African Head of States and government recognized the necessity to promote new leadership within the continent. They therefore integrated in the NEPAD founding document an appeal to the peoples of Africa which “States that: The new partnership for Africa’s Development will be successful only if it is owned by the African Peoples United in their diversity” (Paragraph 51) and that  “But the struggle they would be waging will be successful only if our peoples are the masters of their own destiny” (Paragraph 54).

This Appeal continues by pointed out that: “We are, therefore, asking the African peoples to take up the challenge of mobilizing in support of the implementation of this [NEPAD] initiative by setting up, at all levels, structures for organization, mobilization and action” (paragraph 56). Furthermore” The leaders of the continent are aware of the fact that the true genius of a people is measured by its capacity for bold and imaginative thinking, and determination in support of their development” (paragraph 57).

6. THE NEPAD PRIMARY OBJECTIVES?

a) To eradicate poverty; 

b) To place African countries, both individually and collectively on a path of sustainable growth and development;

c) To halt the marginalisation of Africa in globalization process and enhance it full and beneficial integration into the global economy;

d) To accelerate the empowerment of women;

7. THE PRINCIPLES OF NEPAD?

· Good governance has a basic requirement for peace, security and sustainable political and socio-economic development

· African ownership and leadership, as well as broad and deep participation by all sectors of society;

· Anchoring the development of Africa on its resources and resourcefulness and its people;

· Partnership between and amongst African peoples;

· Acceleration of regional and continental integration;

· Building the competitiveness of African countries and the continent;

· Forging a new international partnership that changes unequal relationship between African  and the developed world; and 

· Ensuring that  all partner with NEPAD are linked to the millennium development goals and other agreed development goals and targets.

8. THE NEPAD PROGRAM OF ACTION? 

The NEPAD program of action is a holistic, comprehensive and integrated sustainable development initiative for the revival of Africa, guided by the aforementioned objectives, principles and strategic focus.

NEPAD Program of action is now broken down into structural program since its implementation persists through projects. One of the priorities of NEPAD is the adoption of programs as frameworks for regional and national development plans. Integrated development plans for each priority area with ambitious investment levels have been designed. The expectation for each region and individual country is to use this generic program to prepare regional and country specific 

Plans.

9. THE NEPAD PRIORITIES? 

a.
Establishing the conditions for sustainable development by ensuring peace and security;

· Peace and security;

· Democracy and good, political, economic and cooperative governance;

· Regional cooperation and integration;

· Capacity building.

  b.
Policy reforms and increased investment in the following priorities sectors-

· Agriculture;

· Human development with a focus on health, education, science and technology and skills development;

· Building and improving infrastructure, including Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Energy, Transport Water and Sanitation;

· Promoting diversification of production and export, particularly with respect to Agro-industries, manufacturing, mining, mineral beneficiation and tourism;

· Accelerating intra-African trade and improving access to markets of developed countries;

· The environment

c.
Mobilising resources by-

· Increasing domestic savings and investments;

· Improving management of public revenue and expenditure;

· Improving Africa’s shear in global trade;

· Attracting foreign direct investment; and 

· Increasing capital flows through further debts reduction and increase ODA flows.

10. THE IMMEDIATE DESIRED OUTCOMES OF NEPAD?

· Africa becomes more effective in conflict prevention and the establishment of enduring peace on the continent;

· Africa adopts and implements principles of democracy and good political economic and corporate governance, and the protection of human rights becomes further entrenched in every African country;

· Africa develops and implements effective poverty eradication programmes and accelerates the peace of achieving set African development goals, particularly human development;

· Africa achieves increased levels of domestic savings, as well as investments, both domestic and foreign;

· Increased levels of Overseas Development, coordination and negotiation in the international arena, to ensure its beneficial engagement in the global economy, especially on trade and market access issues

· Regional integration is further accelerated and higher levels of sustainable economic growth in Africa is achieved;

· Genuine partnerships are established between Africa and the developed countries based on mutual respect and accountability.

11. THE KEY PRIORITY ACTION AREAS?

· Operationalising the African peer review mechanism

· Facilitating and supporting implementation of the short-term regional infrastructure programmes covering Transport Energy, ICT, Water and Sanitation.

· Facilitating implementation of the food security and agricultural development program in all sub-regions

· Facilitating the preparation of a coordinated African position on market access, debt relief and ODA reforms 

· Monitoring and intervening as appropriate to ensure that the Millennium Development Goals in the areas of health and education are met.

THE STRUCTURE FOR IMPLEMENTING NEPAD

The highest authority of the NEPAD implementation process is the Heads of States and Government Summit of the African Union, formerly known as the OAU.

The Heads of States and Government Implementation Committee (HSIC) comprises 3 states per AU region as mandated by the OAU Summit of July 2002. The HSIC reports to the AU Summit on an annual basis.

The steering Committee of NEPAD comprises the Personal Representatives of the NEPAD Heads if Stares and Government. This Committee oversees projects and programmes development.

The NEPAD Secretariat coordinates implementation of projects and programmes approved by the HSIC.

For the Advocacy and Outreach, the African Union made the strategic choice to organize the NEPAD implementation process in the regions through Regional Economic Communities (REC), namely: ECOWAS (West Africa) ECCAS (Central Africa), SADC (Southern Africa), IGAD (Horn of Africa), EAEC (Eastern Africa), UMA (Northern Africa).

At the level of the country, governments have been requested to appoint a national focal point to liase with the continental secretariat, the REC and national stakeholders.

Numbers of African countries have established national NEPAD Steering Committees with representatives from civil society and business (Private Sector).

DYNAMICS OF CIVIL SOCIETY INVOLVEMENT

At the continental level, a civil society desk has been established within the NEPAD secretariat to allow the civil society to liase with a common focal point. This is an outcome of the NEPAD civil society meeting of 1-2 July, 2003 at Maputo, Mozambique. It is also during the Maputo meeting that four civil society regional coordinators have been appointed to support the secretariat and facilitate the cohesive and effective participation of civil society organizations from East, West, Central and Southern Africa regions.

Undoubtedly, this will be enriched by the collaboration with the African Union ECOSOCC, which was officially launched last 28 March 2005 at Addis Ababa. The ECOSOCC is chaired by professor Wangari Mathai (East Africa), Nobel Peace Prize 2004 as interim Chairperson.

At the sectoral level, all the programs are designed in collaboration with civil society representatives. The APRM process shows a tangible example as all the Panel of Eminent persons is constituted by representative of civil society.

At the regional level, specifically ECOWAS, since the Yamoussoukro summit in May 2002, the position of the civil society is taken into account by the structures of ECOWAS. A focal points been established within the secretariat and various NGOs have been given the status of observers to be fully involved with ECOWAS/NEPAD programs.

DYNAMICS OF PARLIAMENTARY INVOLVEMENT

As we have the opportunity to discuss with our Honourable MPs from West Africa, I have no doubt that they are better equipped to give a broad figure of  the dynamics of the involvement of West Africa people representatives in the NEPAD process. I sincerely regret the absence of representatives of  the African Parliamentarian forum on NEPAD which is making tremendous effort to make visible the contribution of African MPs within the process.

The African Parliamentarian Forum on NEPAD is based in Cotonou, Benin, and is chaired by the Honourable speaker at the National Assembly of Benin with Mr. Alpha – Niaky BARRY secretary General. It has been established after the continental meeting of MPs organized by the National Assembly and the Government of Benin on 8-9 October 2002. 50 out of 53 African parliament were represented and 39 by their speakers. The forum adopted a final declaration and an action plan.

African parliamentarians were there responding to the challenge set by their colleagues of the ACP-EU parliamentarians through their resolution 3395 which was appealing to their African Homologues to get involve and take the ownership of NEPAD. The NEPAD secretariat did also organized meetings with MPs such in March 2002 and July 2003 both in Cape Town, South Africa. Such initiatives demonstrate the absolute necessity for MPs to be at the forefront of the struggle for the African renaissance after the political independence.

CHALLENGES OF IMPLEMENTING NEPAD 

The major challenge is the need for the political leadership of transformation in line with the NEPAD to be strengthened. Many national governments remain passive in regard of the NEPAD process. Another major challenge is broadening ownership and participation. This is connected with the lack sufficient and appropriate dissemination of information. There is a need for more and effective involvement of civil society organizations including the youth and women, labour unions and business associations.

Funding NEPAD is another major challenge. According to estimate, the amount of US Dollars 6 billions is requested to implement NEPAD projects across the continent.

The need to build the capacity of National Government and RECs to enable them to manage more ambitious programs is critical. 

At the level of Civil Society, it is quite essential that we build our institutional and human capacities and better organize at national, regional and continental levels to participate effectively in the implementation process of NEPAD.

CONCLUSION

During the NEPAD Multi-stake holder dialogue of 22-23 October, 2004 delegate recognizes that “The Peace and Scale of Implementation is still not at the levels required, the progress is varied across the priority sectors, lack of human institutional and financial capacity continues to impede implementation and levels of awareness, involvement and ownership across the full spectrum of African stake holders still need to be increased including women, youth and African Diaspora”.

The West African Youth Parliamentarian Leadership Forum we attend today appears to be an innovative and genius way to tackle the where about but also the way forward of NEPAD for our regions and respective countries. NEPAD places high priority in good governance, Peace and security fight against HIV/AIDS. There is no doubt that a combined and coherent action of those who represent the future and the guidance of our national sovereignty will boost the process and oblige our state or government representatives to deliver.

A direct mean we all have to assess our governments is to be part of the national process African Peer review. My friend Daniel Edah will soon make a comprehensive presentation on the APRM – African Peer Review Mechanism which is visible part of progress by NEPAD so far.

Thanks for your attention.
PEACEBUILDING IN WEST AFRICA, PROGRESS AND CHALLANGES

WEST AFRICAN YOUTH PARLIAMENTARY FORUM
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By Memunatu Pratt (Mrs)
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THEME:  WEST AFRICAN YOUTH PARLIAMENTARY FORUM ON NEPAD

Opening

Distinguished Guests, Honourable Members of Parliament, The Chairperson and Members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps, The Director of the West African Youth Network, participants from West Africa, Ladies and Gentleman. Let me take this opportunity of thanking the organizers for according me this principle conditions and noble but distinguished role of making a presentation at this august body of the West African Youth Parliamentary Forum on NEPAD. My presentation will focus firstly on NEPAD as a strategy for good governance, peace and security, secondly conflicts in West Africa, thirdly peace building and the culture of peace and finally progress and challenges and the role of youths.

NEPAD as a strategy for good governance, peace and security

NEPAD, commonly defined as the new vision for the development of Africa, based on the integration of the continent and partnership between Africa and Developed countries has as its priorities, Political good governance, good economic governance, infrastructure and education. Specifically, NEPAD’s goals include the establishment of good governance. This is a fundamental strategy for the success of development. It is especially important in the light of the fact that NEPAD’s Development project is designed from a partnership perspective.  In order to mobilize internal partners and create lasting relationships with external partners, Africa needs to reassure the legal, social and political conditions that will preserve mutual interest of the partners involve in its development.

However, the issue of governance can be addressed in many different ways, often depending on the conception underlying the concepts of good governance and development, whose principles and purposes should put the people first. This leads us to reflect on what good governance is and what are the principle condition and mechanisms of good governance, which is necessary for the successful implementation of NEPAD for the benefit of the Africans.

The Prime Minster of the UK the RT Honourable Mr. Tony Blair recently re-echoed this in the just lunched Africa Commission Report with the following as its focus:

“Building effective state, governance, and nations, establishing peace and security, promoting Human Development, Accelerating Growth and Poverty Reduction, Breaking into World Market, financial and supporting Africa’s Resurgence, Delivering and Implementing global Partnership around African Leadership’

According to the World Bank which has contributed to making good governance an eligibility criterion for substantive financing of government policies, the concept refers to the way economic social resources of the country are managed to support its development.  Good governance apparently   combines a requirement of democracy with sound management of public affairs. NEPAD as an African Strategy for ensuring sustainable development in the 21st Century has identified the basic conditions necessary to achieve this end, amongst others, the need for peace, security, democracy and political governance initiatives.

Conflicts   in West Africa     

The spread of conflicts in Africa is therefore a major challenge to NEPAD’s vision of peace, security and governance in Africa. Conflict is  natural. It is an evitable fact of life. It is found in all societies and communities at all stages of development. It occurs when ever people are confronted with perceived or real clashing interests, goals and values, or competing claims over scarce resources. Conflicts in West Africa is highly integrated with violence in the region becoming more frequently since the end of the cold war. With the exception of Nigeria, conflicts in the region are not interstate, not they truly intra-state, they are wide spread with sub regional character. While most of them originate in one country, they involve cross-border activities that engulf other communities.

Root causes of these conflicts include the legacy of direct and indirect colonialism. The Taylor factor in Liberia and Sierra Leone, the unfinished business of nation state building and post-independent authoritarian government, which continue to violate human rights with impunity.

Additionally, there is a deep corruption, uneven distribution of wealth, militariliasation of state and an atmosphere of political exclusion based on religion and ethnicity. High unemployment, the proliferations of valuable minerals, particularly the illegal exploration of diamonds in Sierra Leone have combined to make conflicts worse. High levels of poverty and marginalization among the population have provided feeble conditions for conflict in the zone. One of the off shoot of these conflicts is the misuse of youths by political pundits as a vehicle for access to power and resource.  Scholars have described this factor as the lumen culture especially in the case of Sierra Leone.

One of the major challenges of states in West Africa is to develop effective approaches to managing social, political, economic and ethnic conflicts.  Managing competing interests and potential conflict in society is an integral part of statehood and sustainable peace. Another challenge of states is to have adequate capacity to integrate conflict management into routine practice of government.  This involves the tasks of developing committed governmental and civil society leaders as well as democratic institutional structure at the national, regional and international levels. It also calls for fair judicial and other dispute resolution processes and effective conflict management procedure to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts. This emphasis Peace Building in West Africa as a daunting task.         

Peace Building in West Africa

In his supplement to Agenda for Peace (1995), the then Secretary General of the UN defined peace building as “comprehensive efforts to identify and support structures which will tend to consolidate peace and advance a sense of confidence and well-being among people. Boutrous Ghali views peace building as inextricably linked to conflict prevention. Whilst preventive diplomacy is aimed at avoiding the outbreak of violence, “post conflict peace building is to prevent a recurrence.”

In this regard, peace building encompasses “demilitarisation, the control of small arms, institutional reform, improved police  and judicial systems, the monitoring of human rights, electoral reforms and economic reforms. Peace building has also been synonymous with reconciliation. Cooperation among parties to the conflict attempting to build better relations, the rebuilding of institutions  of civil society, democratisation as its primary goal.

In general terms, three elements are central to the concept of peace building; these are rehabilitation and reconciliation of societies that have suffered the ravages of armed conflict, secondly, the creation of the security related political and/or socio-economic mechanism needed to build trust between the parties and prevent resumption of violence and thirdly an external foreign intervention (national, multi-lateral or UN) to help create conditions conducive to peace. Beyond these are several debates surrounding the meaning and practice of peace-building. 

Progress on Peace building in West Africa

In West Africa progress peace building has been varied and diverse and these are directly linked to, addressing the root causes of conflict- political, social, economic, rehabilitation and reintegration, addressing peace and justice-transitional justice, human right, reform and review of constitutions, election monitoring, reform of the security sector. Legislative and judiciary, enhancing the role of civil society and the media, promoting partnerships between the government and stakeholders, etc.  The success of these has largely differed by country specific experiences of conflict, culture, political practice and the role of external actors in defining when and how to support peace building.

A culture of peace consists of values, attitudes, behaviour and way of life based on non-violence and respect     for fundamental rights and freedoms of every person. In a culture of peace, power grows not from the barrel of the gun but from participation, dialogue and cooperation. It rejects violence in all of its form including war and the culture of war. In place of domination and exploitation by the strong over the weak, the culture of peace respects the rights of everyone economic as well as political. It represents a caring society which protects the rights   of those who are weak such as handicapped, children and the socially disadvantaged.

In a culture of peace, people assume a global human identity, such as gender, family, community, ethnic group or nationality.  The full participation and involvement of all is essential to the development of a culture of peace. It is essential that all groups be involved. A culture of peace cannot be imposed from outside. It is a process that grows out of the belief and actions of the people themselves and develops differently in each country and region, depending on its history.

Seemingly, peace-building efforts in West Africa have been practiced as a fire brigade approach that only comes after any conflict characterized by violence. The use of conflict prevention and early earning has been largely ineffective. Some of these setbacks have been the lack of resources, the lack of political commitment, absence of policies and programmes to enhance conflict prevention and peace building coupled with negative attitude and practice of bad citizenship. For successful process of peace building to progress in West Africa, a coordinated approach of embarking on peace building in the pre, crisis and post-crisis should be designed. This will respond to inevitable challenges, which are inherent as a result of the socio-economic indicators of peace and security in Africa. Peace building practice should be built on sound democratic practice of good governance and democratisation. Efforts by political leaders to refrain and prevent corruption, promote transparency, implement sound economic policies, respect human rights, embark and accept democratic reforms, work towards creating and improving on the economic status of its citizens, be ready to provide space to be voted for or against will be the cornerstone of progress in peace building in West Africa.

Role of Youths in Peace building in West Africa

Youths also in the sub region will contribute to this process by, publicizing and promoting campaigns like the culture of peace, cooperate with other civil society organizations to lobby, organize training programmes, collect peace education materials, involve in conflict resolution as mediators, negotiators, involve in peer counselling and trauma healing, call radio talk show, lobby government and educational officials on decision about inclusion of new curriculum in schools and build coalitions and influence existing policies and international commitment. These carve out the unique role of young people in Peace building towards achieving NEPAD’s vision of peace and security.

Challenges

These peace building strategies have posed challenges at all levels, they are both internal and external in strengthening or weakening the peace building in West Africa, these include donor fatigue, lack of trust, corruption and mismanagement, lack of transparent power sharing strategies, nepotism, tribalism, weak governance infrastructure, lack of basic social service, high inflation, elitist political process based on group interest, high unemployment, high government debt, the type of reintegration support for specific target groups such as ex-combatants, technical assistance and capacity building for key institutions in the peace process and long term conflict prevention.

Conclusion

In conclusion NEPAD through an effective and designed approach on peace building and security should contribute to the emergence and establishment of an operational executive authority at regional level. It success depends on initiatives aimed at suppressing conflicts in the interest of Africa.     
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Many years after the independence of African states, development in these states still remains an acute problem. None of them has succeeded in breaking the vicious circle of misery, under-development and increasing poverty. Africans faced with this situation, and conscious of the fact that taking up an individual approach to this great task will be a topic, attempted to search for solutions at community level.

The first attempt was done through the LAGOS PLAN OF ACTION adopted by the OAU in 1980. But unfortunately neither of the two attempts yielded the expected results.

African problems have remained intact ever since or ever multiplied. This is why the present generation of African leaders has decided to adopt new “strategies” in the new millennium that will assume Africa  sustainable development in the 21st century. The new strategy is the NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICA DEVELOPMENT (NEPAD). Its major objective is” to make African benefit from the developmental partners similar to those of the developed countries” in order to catch up in the vital areas of education, health, agriculture, energy etc. But what will be the role of the African parliamentarians in the implementation of the said strategy.

NEPAD AS A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

NEPAD is the product of the vision of the African Millennium Plan of Presidents Obasanjo and Mbeki and Omega Plan of President WADE. NEPAD was adopted by the OAU in June 2001 in Lusaka as a calendar development for Africa in the 21st century.   It is based on the under mentioned elements:

b) A vision of the future shared by all Africans

c) An action programme.

Its specific objective can be summarized in three (3) points

b) To eradicate extreme poverty.

c) To promote accelerated growth and sustainable development

d) To put end to the marginalization of Africa in the globalization 

The approached adopted for the achievement of these objectives depend on the regional implementation for this, Africa has been divided into five (5) regions, each representing a sector for the execution of principal objectives for instance. ECOWAS is focal point for NEPAD in the West African Sub-region.

PARLIAMENTARIANS AND NEPAD
 All have accepted it that NEPAD is a real opportunity that will allow the African population to believe in a better tomorrow.   It has been accepted by all and some that NEPAD is a real opportunity that will allow the African population to believe in a better tomorrow. The parliamentarians, as the legitimate representatives of the people cannot afford to distance themselves from their tasks and implementation of the various programmes of NEPAD.  Rather they must take the lead in the execution of the strategies born out of this partnership.  They should use all the means at their disposal to support all the players to be part of the implementation of NEPAD`S programmes so that the new initiative will achieve a better success than former continental plans that enjoyed nothing but lip services.   The parliamentarians must act both collectively and individually in the sensitisation of Africans to have faith in their own destiny and their ability to improve on this destiny. 

HOW DO WE DO THIS? As parliamentarians we should introduce and adopt legislation, agree on tax laws, and monitor the executive; The parliamentarians should be able to shift/extend their soles from that of dealing only with issues within their national groundings, and look beyond for areas of intervention in the sub-region and the entire continent i.e. (a) National, (b) Regional (c) Continental.  

The Role of the Parliamentarians at National  Level.  

Ali Nouhoum Diallo, President of the ECOWAS Parliamentary Forum, stated that Parliament as well as the executive should embrace NEPAD.  They should go deeper into the corners of NEPAD, Its available resources, opportunities, strategies and objectives.  They should be convinced of the relevance of its choices and most especially, the indispensable commitments which everyone must subscribes to in order to achieve its objectives.

So a national parliamentarian-accepting NEPAD should make it a cardinal duty to involve his citizens in the process. He should convince his government to adopt national development strategies in line with NEPAD’s objectives. They should create common meeting points with the civil society, like rallies which have been effective tool for carrying innovations to the people. At governmental level, the parliamentarians ensure that the executive respects good governance an important parameter for the attainment of NEPAD goods. The Forum in Cotonou, viewed good governance two ways i.e., public and private.  The public aspect of governance was defined as:  

     “A state of signifying the primary of the rule of law.  

               -Transparency  

· The obligation on government to give account of its responsibility. 

· The participation of all the social components in the political, economic, administrative and local domains”.   

At this level also, the parliamentarians should not hesitate to draw government attention to its responsibilities when it is seen that the conduct of government is not in line with good governance as this is the bedrock of NEPAD foundation. 

In order to achieve this, each parliamentarian should set up a NEPAD network charged with following the changes in the implementation of programme and monitoring all government activities related to this and setting up a data bank that supplies information to all parliamentarians and the civil society.

A Senegalese parliamentarian once summarized the role of parliamentarian in the following five (5) points.

1. Information, training, advocacy

2. Appropriation, participation 

3. Monitoring –follow up evaluation

4. Legislative measures

5. Setting up NEPAD networks

THE ROLE AT REGIONAL LEVEL

All major African regions identified for the execution of NEPAD programmes should have temporary Supra-national parliaments. These parliaments should be strengthened to be able to evaluate all programmes in that region to achieve this; permanent commissions especially reconcilable for NEPAD matters, should operate in each parliament. A permanent commission at this level will be stronger than a network. The commission will closely follow up NEPAD’s Plans of Action for the region and should be empowered to begin to look all defaulting actions. In other word the National Parliament should be ready to voluntarily   surrender some of their rights to the new institution so that it can level the needs of NEPAD.

This also implies that the national parliament will have to assign some of their members that are an-fait with NEPAD programmes and activities to the regional parliament. The new parliament should back to draw up programmes that they will follow and monitor as well as sensitize regional communities and working with a wide sample of independent expert networks.

CONTINENTAL LEVEL
The forum of African Parliamentarians, created in Cotonou in 2002, should be given a permanent status. The general secretariat should be  equipped enough to handle sustainable monitoring of NEPAD’s programs at continental level. It should have in place necessary structures that can monitor the activities of the execution in Africa on hand and closely do a follow up of the work of the commission of the AFICAN UNION vis a vis NEPAD programmes.

The Forum must see that national parliamentarians are committed to the dynamics of NEPAD and are aware that NEPAD is first of all “continental affair” and surrender part of their national sovereignties to its cause in order to ensure the full blown realization of it objective. Every national parliament should support them for the running of the Forum help the Forum becomes an observation post for the supervision of NEPAD’s project.

Hon. Alpha – Niaky BARRY, Secretary General for the African Parliamentary Forum, proposed that the Forum should be able to sensitize the parliamentarians on the following points in order to prepare.

· The creation of NEPAD  network

· The creation of electronic information centers

· Organizing NEPAD days

· Organizing regional seminar etc

CONCLUSION

The parliamentarians are the legitimate representatives of the people. Therefore they should not distance themselves from such an enterprising and divisive undertaking like NEPAD. Neither should such a developmental calendar as important as NEPAD be left in the hands of the executive alone. The parliamentarians should lead the people to take ownership of it. Already the fundamental texts of the various countries have provisions for the involvement of the parliamentarians in the NEPAD strategy, Its now left with them to interpret these texts and executive the Action plan for action to be taken at national, regional and continental level. They should be well informed on NEPED and share this information with civil society. All parliamentarians should mobilize the necessary efforts to ensure that great hope built up with the advocacy of NEPAD not dashed.

                                                .

.

Mainstreaming YOUTH INTO NATIONAL AND REGIONAL MAKING DECISION MAKING INSTITUTIONS

A Paper Presented by Hon. Dr. Dennis Bright

Minister of Youth and Sports, Ministry of Youth and Sport

Republic of Sierra Leone

7th April 2005, Hill valley Hotel Conference Room

West African Youth Parliamentatry Forum on NEPAD

1. Defining Youth in National Youth Policy

a) Commonwealth Definition-15 to 29 years

b) United Nations Definition-15 to 24 years

c)  Sierra Leone Definition 15-35 years

d) UN Human Development Index provides average life expectancy-37 years. Only two year of adulthood for the average man

e) Youth is seen more as a sociological than a biological phenomenon

f) Even 50 year old plus sometimes appear in youth meetings Cold war

Youth on the agenda

b) Worldwide emphasis or attention on youth issues: youth empowerment, youth participation, etc.

c) Conferences, national and international on youth matters

d) In developed countries youth employment discussed within the context of strong economics and undergoing deep transformation-technological, socio cultural, etc. Their problems comes from too fast development, and how to cope with it

e) In develop countries youth unemployment is discussed within the context of weak economics and poverty. Their problems come from too slow development or lack of it

The Sierra Leone Experience

b) Economic mismanagement, political dictatorship, bad governance for about 20 year. Institution collapsed. Freedom curtailed or suppressed.

c) Youth then were “zombified”, manipulated, election violence, marginalized within the ever weakening economy. They suffer most. Not even regarded as partners. They are seen as underlings, until they graduate into manhood. Women of course stay silent forever.

d) Even in rebel war youth were used as puppets. Not just Sierra Leonean youth. War in terms of its actors and especially the young perpetrators was a very international one. Liberians, Sierra Leonean, Burkinabes, Ivorian youth all moved freely across the border as rebel mercenaries. Adds a sub regional dimension to our problem in Sierra Leone

4. Mainstreaming youth in decision making….

b) Youth have therefore been at the centre of national and sub regional political life in these recent times, and it is only logical that they be part of the solutions we have been facing.

c) New wars. No West African Country is immune because all the symptoms exist in most of our countries. One way to prevent warrs is to enagee our youth, mainstream them into political and social life, make them stakeholders, give them  shares in their nations, a sense of ownership of their countries, get them involved.

d) In the emerging new world (globalization, etc) the youth are our assets who will ensure the continuity of our nations. It is unfair and even dangerous for the future of our nations to be busy solving old religious, ethnic, personal and regional scores and problems that have little or no bearing on the world in which the youth will be living in tomorrow and the challenges they will be facing. The Sierra Leonean youth today does not care whether Turay is spelt T-O-U-R-E, which is a colonial that that belongs to the era of their grandfathers. Let us allow them to live their own lives and forge their own experiences adapted to their times. This is why in Sierra Leone we do not hesitate to encourage West African Youth Network, Mano River Union Youth Parliament, etc. But the question they are asking is, do we stop at mere recognition, or supporting them with an office?

5. How to mainstream...

Two ways to do this: through practicing institutions and direct participation (question of definition comes in again because in some countries a young man or woman, 28 year old is no longer seen as a youth and may hold a position of higher responsibility. Must be put in context.

A Practicing; in Sierra Leone; national Youth Policy and a National Youth Council, a structure that is democratic starting from the smallest administrative unit, i.e. Chiefdom up to the national level. Structure that has a legal status, established by law considered to the major interlocutor with Government and the International Community, representing the youth interest, and providing the position of the young people in national affairs. Provides opportunity for the youth to discover, test and try their own potential leader’s on positions of responsibility. Provides very good training in democratic practices and principles. Transition into national institutions of governance such as Parliament and the cabinet is smooth. At the international level, there are structures like the West African Youth Network, the Commonwealth Youth Caucus, all of which are practicing institutions where youth leaders gradually grow into handling international affairs.

d) Direct participation; some countries such as Uganda have provided for youth Members of Parliament, Youth Presidential Advisors, enjoying the same status as other MPs or Advisers. The rational for this is for the youth to be directly involved, and to directly influence decisions on behalf of their peers. This also gives a good image of the Government as being youth friendly. Problem is that this experience in some cases transforms the young MPs or Pas to such an extent that they become more than adults than youth in their thinking. They lose the freshness of their age. They are too busy traveling to Big Peoples conferences to have time to consult with their constituency. The other damage is the corruptive influence of money and patronage, e.g. Youth rep in a committee could be bribed to vote for a bill or other matters.

c) Options; it is therefore open. Either to support and promote training or practicing structures as the National Youth Council, or West African Youth Network, or Commonwealth Youth Caucus where more young people will have a chance of growing into leadership or direct participation in Legislatures, ECOWAS, AU etc, seemingly attractive but risky as well

D) or both

The African Peer review Mechanism

The Role of Youth

A Paper Presenter by

Daniel Edah

Executive Director Africa Peace, Cotonou Benin

Participant-West African Youth Parliamentary Forum on NEPAD

INTRODUCTION

A lot of African intellectuals still continue to express concern over the the success of the New African Partnership for African Development (NEPAD). They focus so much on matters related to governance especially political and economic issues rather than relating to private sector, peace and security.

However, considering the extent of conflicts in the continent, and the little credit accorded to democratic principles and good governance in most African states one can easily see the justification for the expressed pessimism. Another set of critic wonder how NEPAD can succeed where previous plof an have failed. The NEPAD Declaration on democracy, political,ecoomic and commercial good governance consitututes a major sign of awareness of the African Heads of States as compared to the problems that led to the failure in the past.

Therefore, unlike  precious declarations, that  of NEPAD adopted during the inaugural session of the OAU in Durban, South Africa in July 2002 is going to be complemented by the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM); a system of evaluating and kaking follow ups. The APRM is an original device meant to ensure that commitments and declarations made as from dates have bearing to the African daily life, so that they can competitively participate in the implementation process of NEPAD goals.

Honourable Parliamentaris, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, this presentation is on the  role of youth. It is not a sermon on NEPAD. However, it could referesh our memories on certain issues or thing already learnt so that they will form the basis for fruitful discussion during this workshop. Better still, it could provide us with materials to complement what is already known about the APRM and NEPAD.

One major objective that should be our target is the clear identification of the role of young people  in the successful implemetation of the APRM.  To achieve this objective, I want us to start by answering the following questions:

a) what is APRM and its origin?

b) What are the objectives of APRM

c) What are the principles of APRM

d) What are the areas of intervention of APRM

e) How can the states participate in the APRM

f) How is the APRM process managed?

g) What are the types of evaluation?

h) How does the process reach us?

i) What are it different phases?

j) What are the duration  of each evaluation?

k) How is the programme financed?

l) What is the role of young people in the process?

m) What contributions can the young people make to the implementation of the APRM.

The African Peer Review Mechanism

This is the device that member states of the African Union voluntarily agree to adhere for their self evaluation. It mandate includes the assurance that the policies and practices   of the mentor states are in conformity with the values of political, economic and commercial governance.  The APRM is mutually accepted by all states as an instrument  as an instrument for self evaluation. Twenty four countries have so far accepted the APRM  Process; of these, Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda and Mauritius are taking the lead. Extra efforts should be made to bring more countries on board, since membership is voluntarily.

The origins of APRM

At the 37th Summit of the OAU in July 2001 in Lusaka, Zambia, the New Partnership for African Development, a new African initiative, the framework for political strategy and a new visions for the renaissance of African development was adopted.

The 2002 Summit in Durban that was focus on the inauguration of the African Union (AU) approved the NEPAD activity 

Report and initial plan of Action. The NEPAD Declaration went further to appeal for the setting up of the APRM.

OBJECTIVES OF THE APRM

-To encourage the adoption of policies, norms and practices for the promotion of:

a)political stability

b)economic growth

c)sustainable development

d)rapid economic integration as sub regional and continental levels 

Principles of the APRM

The major principles of the APRM stress on the issue of ensuring that all evaluations undertaken within the framework of this process should 

d) be based on technical competence

e) be credible

f) be free from all political manipulations

Areas of Intervention of the APRM

-Democracy and Political Governance

-Governance and Economic Management

-Cooperate Governance

-Socio-economic development

Each sector has its specific objectives, with norms and permenant indicators to ensure proper evaluation

Participation in the APRM Process

Participation which is open to all countries is not compulsory. Interesting member countries only need to indicate their desires in writing to the Chairman of Heads  of States and Governments Implementation Committee (HSIC) that is responsible for the 

Implementation of NEPAD. 

The APRM is managed by the Group of Five Eminent  personalities. They are chosen based on their experience and knowledge of the APRM. They should be people with high moral integrity, with proven record of commitment to Pan Africanism. They are nominated by member states, preselected  by the Ministerial committee and finally approved by the Heads of States and Governments. The final approval  will be based further on appropriate technical competence in the areas of governance policy, macro-economic and public finance management. The criteria also take into account regional and gender balance and cultural diversity.

The Periodicity

A Country should prepare and present programme clearly stating an assorted calendar for the implementation of the APRM Declaration, based on political, economic governance and this should include periodic evaluations which will be of four types:

a. First evaluation of general nature to be done 18 months after joining the APRM.

b. Periodic evaluation to be take every two or four years

c. A country, for personal reasons, can request an evaluation to be done outside the normal periodic ones.

d. The committee of Heads of States and Governments have powers to evaluate the situation of a member countries in cases of socio-economic and political instabilities that might need urgent attention.

APRM Process

This revolves around periodic evaluation of the policies and practices of member states. It is to assess progress registered in achieving the goals and respecting the values of governance. It helps countries make critical analysis of the impact of national politics.

Phases of the APRM Process

1. A study of political, economic, and commercial governance based on the country’s level of development will be conducted on the bases of original documents from the country and international bodies. 

2. The APRM team then moves into the country to start work firstly through indept consultation with the Government, leaders in society, political parties parliamentarians, civil societies representatives, trade unionist, professional bodies etc.

3. The team then prepares it report taking into account all information collected from the sources above. It should be tied up with the country’s committement to economic, political and commercial governance and the program of Action. The reporting starts with the discussion of the document with the national government. This is to confirm on the facts of detail collected from various sources and to make additional inputs. Additional comments and observations will form annexture to the report.

The report should include among others these questions

a. Is the government prepare to address the concerns raised by the people?

b. What are the resources needed to solve these problems?

c. What percentage of the resources required to solve the problems will be coming from the country’s government?

d. How much time do you need to rectify presiding problem, situation and provision of resources?

4. this phase starts from the moment the report is submitted to the heads of states of government by the APRM secretariat and terminates with its adoption and comments by this committee. The committee of member states will take the necessary steps to find the solution to a country whose problems have been highlighted by the APRM, if the country concerned demonstrates signs of willingness to repair ills around its people etc.

5. Six months after the adoption by the committee of head of states and government, it will be circulated publicly to all sub-regional structures, like the pan-african parliament, the African commission for human rights etc.

Duration of APRM

The evaluation process in any states should not exceed six months (6) starting from the date of the first phase.

Funding of APRM

Funds for the APRM will come from contributors of member countries

Review of the APRM

The process can be reviewed only at a conference of member states – and this can be done only once in five years.

APRM and the youth (young people)

Though the youths are leaders of tomorrow, they can only build the future on foundations of the present generation, therefore the young people can:

· take ownership of APRM through information, training, education and communication.

· Bring all African states to register with the APRM

· Promote the APRM and advocates for implementation of its rules by all countries

· Advocate for the inclusion of young people in the preparation of program of action – which forms the basis of evaluation

· Advocate for the inclusion of young people in the evaluation team going to various states.

· Participate effectively in the different phases of the implementation of the review mechanism. 

APRM, THE PARLIAMENTARIANS AND YOUNG PEOPLE

There should be constructive dialog between parliamentarians and the young people if we want to ensure the effective participation of the youth in West Africa in the decision making process and lives of people in the society.

· young people should access to parliamentarians so that they can listen to their problems and needs

· the parliamentarians should be seen as defenders of a dynamic youth movement and commit themselves to the cause of national development 

· the young people should be able to sensitize the public on the  roles and responsibilities of parliamentarians, as most young people misunderstand the duties of parliamentarians and mistake them for social workers, approach them with unreasonable pecuniary problems and exposing them to undue blame.

As youths we should sensitize, educate and inform people especially other youths to avoid unsavoury situations that may destroy the future of democracy.

When once such a mechanism is established the two sides can join forces to lobby for the registration of African countries with APRM and the effective and honest implementation of APRM  policies.

Actions

Promote and popularize NEPAD

Promote and popularize APRM

Advocate for registration with APRM

Advocate for the implementation of APRM policies

It is my hope that your additional comments, questions, recommendations and observations after my presentation will further enrich my document.

My honorable parliamentarians, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, I thank you all for your attention.

Presentation at the Nepad Youth Forum in Sierra Leone

By: Mr Obangs Bangura (Representative) of the Diaspora Youth-Holland.

Date: 7th April 2005

Topic: The NEPAD and the role of the Diaspora Youth.

INTRODUTION:

Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen. I greet you all in the name of peace.

My name is Mr, Obangs Bangura, my coming to this meeting is facilitated by the Afroneth Foundation, which is coordinating the activities of Diaspora organisations in the Netherlands.

But, I am standing here representing the Diaspora Youth Organisation based in Holland; I am a Sierra Leonean by birth. I have lived in Holland for 12 good years. However, during this adventure, I have always been in constant touch with my home country Sierra Leone.

Not too long ago, I was here in Freetown to donate Ambulances and Medical equipment such as Life Support and hospital beds, to Bo, Kenema, Kono, Makeni and Freetown government hospitals, on behalf of my organisation. The Sierra Leone Humanitarian Organisation.

But this time, I am here on the subject of how the African Diaspora Youths, should work with groups like NEPAD and Local government Officials, in order to achieve progress and development for our continent. Therefore, the topic for my presentation this afternoon is “NEPAD and the role of the Diaspora youth”.

As we all know, Africa is blessed with rich natural resources. If properly exploited and managed by transparent and accountable governments, the combined natural resources of Angola, the D.R.C democratic Republic of the Congo and Sudan alone could raise the per capital income of the entire Africa people, on a level with development nations. The Sudan alone could be the breadbasket of Africa and the Middle East combined provided its Agricultural resources are fully exploited in rational and transparent situations.

However, the reality on the ground is rather frustrating. The people of Sub-Saharan Africa are the poorest in the world. Disease and Malnutrition is common feature in the continent. Low standard of education together with insufficient social services, have destroyed social and economic progress. Civil wars, natural calamities and HIV/AIDS continue to sap the energies of the population.

The 1990’s represents one of the most dehumanising periods of Africa’s post independent period. To start with the civil war in Liberia gradually spread like wide fire in Sierra Leone and Guinea and later to Ivory Cost, destabilising these West African countries.

However, the continent as a whole, has received plenty donations from various donor agencies, in order to alleviate her poverty status. But yet, the problems still remain. Many reasons are responsible for this scenario, but, prominent among these is: THE MAGINLISATION OF THE AFRICANS THEMSELVES, IN HANDING THEIR OWN PROBLEMS.

Today in the civilised and democratic world, we need to have Africans working in partnership with donors for the betterment of their continent. And one such group that should be given this honoured trust and responsibility is that of the “African Youths”. The African Youth should be honoured and empowered so as to be able to go down the road of development.

At this point, I will like to draw your attention to the fact that, I am talking of two sets of “African Youths” that is those who are living on the continent, and residence in their home country. The other set of African Youth I mean, are those because of wars and other reasons, have migrated to other countries, and have constituted themselves into Diaspora organisations of which I am one.

For instance, with the collapse of many African states, mainly because of civil conflict, tens of thousands of Africans were forced to migrate to the Netherlands, either as refugees or migrant workers over the last fifteen years or so. In 2002, there were some 180.000 Africans living in the Netherlands of which Sierra Leoneans are marking up to 6,000. However, the African Diaspora is not limited to the Netherlands alone, but hundreds of thousands have found new homes within the E.U member states.

They have strong affinity and emotional feeling that tie them to their home country. They are fully aware of developmental challenges facing their countries. They also understand that peace is surely needed in their countries and they have burning desire to contribute to peace and reconciliation.

However, like any other group, they also have their own difficulties in areas like asylum procedure and in securing legal status. That not withstanding, their own little contribution still keeps coming in. For instance, the Sierra Leone Humanitarian Organisation (SLHO) based in Rotterdam the Netherlands, in2001 and 2003 donated Ambulance together with other medical equipment to the Sierra Leone Government. for distribution in the country. They were accompanied and the keys where handed over to the Minister of health and sanitation.

The Liberian Organisation also based in Holland, recently did a live collection of mattresses, cloths and a host of other items for Liberian refugees. Also individual members of the African Diaspora, are active sending back home remittance or supports for their families in some case, undertake community projects in their local areas.

It will also interest you to know that, most of these Diaspora Youth are faced with new opportunities, in developing their skills. A good number of them are going through educational institutions and improving their skills and democratic values, which in the near future, could be exported to their home countries.

Therefore the bottom-line of my message today ladies and gentlemen could be loud and clear but very simple and that is “Count on the Diaspora youth, as a partner in the development of Africa”

If so, then it will not be a battle to be fought single handedly by the Diaspora Youth. Against this back-drop, I will suggest that NEPAD, and individual Local Governments, put in place a kind of system that will coordinate a good working relationship with the African Diaspora community. Along this road, I wish to recommend the four following points:

5. That Local governments should discuss ways of reintegrating members of the African Diaspora

6. That youth should play a kind of pro-active role in awareness raising.

7. That Gender equality is put in practice.

8. That a communication channel amongst all actors including Diaspora organisations be put in place.

In conclusion, I will like to say on behalf of the African Foundation and the Diaspora organisations, that our doors are still open to you. We can still welcome your suggestions and vital ideas as to how the Diaspora can contribute to the development of our lovely continent.

My special thanks to the organizer” THE WEST AFRICAN YOUTH NETWORK”.

I thank you for the Audience, and God bless you all.

                                     Delivered by O.S. Bangura.
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HILL VALLEY HOTEL, SIGNAL HILL, FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE

By Dr. Nana Tanko, Executive Director

Open Society Initiative For West Africa
West Africa has had a long history of old spaces that allowed interaction of the peoples, not as tribes and ethnic groups, but as kingdoms and empires that cut across modern boundaries.  It has been vibrant with this engagement in small and medium scale enterprises across its vast land and peoples.  There has been wide development of external trade, active participation of the people including women.  The sub-region has since the centuries suffered revendishly from the challenges of slave trade, across the 

Sahara and Atlantic, followed by its frequently across various religions with the participation of Africa and Colonalization.

Today, under the auspices of sub-regional integration, we all have a chance to play a meaningful role of recreating the borderless livelihood of our fathers.  It is in this light that I commend the initiative of the West African Youth in setting up the West African Youth Parliament.  I see it as a forum not only for integration, but for building up a new crop of leadership to head the sub-region and ensure the institution of Good Governance and the Rule of Law.

The independent states of West Africa have over the last thirty years been faced with various problems and challenges with regards to the emergence of truly independent states and governorship structures that are representative and sensitive to meeting the needs of the citizenry. There is currently a state of apathy and non-respect for the mechanism of the state, as an instrument of development, protections of rights and of ensuring the rule of law. The last three decades have been marked by the general take over of various government instituted by the colonial masters with authoritarian regimes that lack respect for the rule of law and have generally failed to consolidate the development of institutions and structures of governance that will ensure the emergence of democracies in the sub-region. The interest of most of these regimes have revolved around personal greed and mis-use of public resources, the exploitation of the vast majority of the poor which have subsequently led to the promotion of ethnic and religious politics as tools for further exploitation of the masses. These have resulted in the proliferation of ethnic, communal and religious conflicts in the sub-region that have further developed into various forms of warfare, further devastating the existing means of livelihood of the people, displacement of the rural populace and a movement towards anarchy and the emergence of dictatorial and military regimes and governments. In countries where efforts have been made towards the institution of democratically elected governments these have been manned by mis-use of the ballot box resulting from electoral fraud often leading to a justification for military intervention in politics. Countries like Nigeria, had to face a cessation crisis that resulted into a civil war less than five years after independence, Ghana and Mali had all experience military interventions in politics at various times in their history. The most recent challenges have been the Manor River countries of Sierra Leone and Liberia, with others such as Guinea Conakry, Guinea Bissau with instituted dictatorial regimes. The result of all these have been a sub-region facing decades of wars and the proliferation of conflicts given the porous nature of most boarders. Sub-regional and regional institutions such as ECOWAS and the Organisation of African Unity, most recently the African Union, have all had to face the challenges of creating an environment of peaceful co-existence and the institution of the rule of law and respect for human rights, but were generally crippled by the existing hostile political, economic and social environment in West Africa, existing amidst increased underdevelopment of the people revealed through the rising levels of poverty and the general marginalization of the sub-region in the international arena. The result of all these is a sub-region that has been characterized by weak governmental institutions, institutional graft, autocratic tendencies, weak civil society capacity and worsening poverty and ignorance for the majority, non respect for the rule of law, isolation from the international arena resulting from lack of technological capacity for communication and development, as well as, unopened media spaces. These have all made governments in the sub-regional dysfunctional and unable to handle development challenges such as poverty and it’s attendant consequences such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Meanwhile, West African economies continue to be dominated by global financial markets, trans-national corporations and other private entities through the unrestricted mobility of finance capital, labour restrictions and unprecedented development of attitude forming information and communication technology. Besides the internal challenges, West Africa has had to contend with externally instigated corruption, cheap exploitation of natural resources, unequal trade relations, restricted access to global markets and environmental degradation. There is general lack of access to justice for the ordinary individual, and most countries are struggling to observe the rule of law and due process in the administration of justice. The exploitation of children women and other vulnerable groups, as well as, various human rights abuses resulting from wars and conflicts in the sub-region, still persist.

With a population in the region of 200-250 million, West Africa comprises the largest sub-region (in terms of population) in Africa. It goes without saying therefore that the sub-region will have the chunk of the continent’s problems as well. Of the fifteen countries which fall within West African sub-region, only Senegal and Cape Verde have not experienced coups or civil unrest
. The region can therefore be rightfully branded as an oasis of instability. Over the past decade however, attempts (unwilling in some cases) have been made by governments of the sub-region to mend their ways, consequently democracies are slowly emerging across the sub-region. Regular elections are held and governments seem to be working in tandem with the legislature and the judiciary. Practically however, the structures of governance are very delicate and in many cases countries seem to be sitting on a time bomb waiting to explode. Leaders do not want to yield over power, or if they do, it is to cronies and family members. The legislature is usually a collection of parties loyal to government and is nothing more than an extension of the party machinery. The judiciary, even though comprises professionals, is not independent, either out of fear or for economic considerations. The military is still very much alive and resents any change which is likely to diminish its political and economic influence. The net result is a region full of corrupt and heartless dictators. Civil society seems hapless in the face of all these; praying for divine intervention as it were. 

Specific instances of this negative situation are enumerated herein below. President Abdulai Wade of Senegal incurred the displeasure of the world when his government was reported to have arrested and detained a journalist for reporting a news item which was critical of the government. News of government high-handedness in dealing with dissent makes headlines in Nigeria occasionally. President Obasanjo was reported to have unilaterally granted a loan totalling some $ 45million to two neighbouring countries without recourse to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The country is now plagued with a lot of cases of corruption at the highest level of governance including the Executive Council, members of the legislature and the Police.    In Banjul, a journalist who was a known critic of the Government of President Yaya Jammeh was gunned down in cold blood and the culprits are yet to be apprehended or brought to justice for that matter. Prisons in the sub-region are chocked with detainees without trial; the judicial and legal structures in some jurisdictions are used as tools of oppression by the state.

The experience of these countries can also be cited.

Togo currently is one of the greatest challenges in the sub-region.  It was the first country south of the Sahara to experience a coup d’etat after independence. The country saw dictatorship under Eyadema for some 38 years until his death in February of this year. Togo was until the death of President Eyadema, a no-go area for many human rights groups. The press was dominated and ruled by the government and the opposition was barred from active participation in active politics. Vibrant opposition leaders were executed, detained or expelled into exile. The only semblance of a constitution was couched to favour the late president and his cronies. On his death, the military which is comprises predominatly of his Kabre ethnic group set the constitution aside and swore in his son Faure Nyasingbe as successor, to “complete his father’s term”. Luckily though, with persistent pressure from the international community the son-successor stepped down and general elections are due to be held in April of this year. With the creation of this opportunity there is need for the West African Youth Parliament to join other well meaning institutions to pay close attention to developments in Togo. The socio-political situation in the country remains fragile and unpredictable; the stakes are very high for the forthcoming elections; whichever way it goes; either for the late President’s Kabre-dominated party or Ewe-dominated opposition, the country has the potential of exploding into civil strife. There is the urgent need to assist with the establishment and strengthening of the structures of governance, namely the executive, legislature and the judiciary. There is also the need to incapacitate civil society groups to serve as watchdogs of the government. Citizens must be educated on their basic human rights. There is generally the need build all structures of governance, human rights and access to justice from scratch. 

In Burkina Faso, since independence the country has experienced some of the most violent moments in the history of the sub-region. Notable among them were the gruesome assassinations of President Thomas Sankara and journalist Norbert Zongo. The former was killed in the wake of the coup which brought the current President into power and the latter was mysteriously killed in December of 1998. The truth surrounding the deaths of these two gentlemen as well as several others, foreign nationals is yet to be completely told. There are other stories of state employees, (some 500 police officers, among others) being summarily dismissed for daring to call the government to order on some trivial issues.  The latest issue at hand which has set the government and civil society on a collision course is the interpretation of Article 37 of the national Constitution, on the Presidential term of office. President Campaore and his supporters insist that the President is eligible to stand for a third term in office; whereas the opposition with support from civil society insist that Article 37 bars him from doing so. General elections are due in 2005, the West Africa Youth Parliament needs to move in participating in this area, and begin to plan to play a key interventionist role. 

Senegal remains an oasis of peace in the midst of all the conflicts surrounding it
. The Casamance conflict has been contained but the several years of conflict has opened the region to all forms of human rights violations, perpetrated mainly by the rebels and their remnants. There is generally little evidence of state-sponsored human rights violations as pertains elsewhere in the region. Problems plaguing the country are weak legal and judicial structures and a lack of general awareness of rights. There is also the big issue of street children, which the state appears powerless to resolve.  Civil society organizations played a key part in the institution of the current government.  It is therefore noteworthy that they mentor the process of governance in the country; here the Youth Parliament can also play a key role.
Guinea Conakry is one of the countries which constitute the Mano River Union; the other two being Sierra Leone and Liberia. These countries together with Cote d’Ivoire constitute what OSIWA terms the conflict area of the sub-region. Even though Guinea has not seen active civil war since independence from France in 1958, it has been largely unstable, particularly after the death of its first President, Sekou Toure. This instability has been aided largely by problems in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire and Sierra Leone. Frontiers of the country bordering these three countries are choked with recruits who saw active service in the conflicts in these countries. Sadly however, not much attention has been paid by the international community to the situation. Thus whereas disarmament is going on in the surrounding countries, trained mercenaries are left roaming the streets and tend to harass civilians every now and then.  On the political front, President Lansana Conte, together with Campaore of Burkina Faso are probably the most ruthless leaders in West Africa at the moment. Tramped up charges are brought against anybody who dares to oppose him. The detention and resignation respectively of Sidya Touré and Lonsény Fall, each of whom served as Prime Minister, are two examples of President Conte’s highhandedness. In January of 2005 a number of military men were arrested and detained on charges of an attempted coup.  The human situation in the country was summed up by the International Federation of human Rights Leagues in its recent report as follows: “Even though the country’s constitution guarantees the fundamental rights to all its citizens, President Lansana Conté’s regime, which came to power after a coup d’état in 1984, has changed Guinea’s political and social life into a mockery of democracy, in which rights and freedoms stipulated in the constitution are violated.”  In spite of the difficult terrain, Conakry is calm and the structures of governance appear to be functional. The ongoing reform process in the country should guide the interests of organizations such as the Youth Parliament.
In Sierra Leone, as part of its transition from civil war, a number of structures were put in place with support from the international community to heal the wounds of the war. Notable among them were the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Special Court. The TRC has wound up its proceedings and trials are on going at the Special Court. There are plans to establish a body, probably a National Human Rights Commission to see to the implementation and enforcement of the findings and recommendations for the TRC. There is a Law Reform Commission which is the state agency responsible for the legislative reform. The Police Service is being rebuilt, with the establishment of the Family Support Unit to assist in resolving complaints of violence against women and children. Over 29,000 combatants as well as some 3000 child soldiers have so far been disarmed and a large number of the same reintegrated into civil society.   Numerous human rights organisations are active in the country, including the Campaign for Good Governance, the Forum of Conscience and Network Movement for Peace and Justice. Some 33 of these associations are members of a coalition called National Forum for Human Rights (NFHR), whose main objective is to advise the member organisations and co-ordinate their actions. The restoration of State authority in formerly inaccessible regions enables the human rights groups to launch their actions outside the capital, Freetown, there should be sustained and complemented by the efforts of the West Africa Youth Parliament.

In the light of these developments, one may conclude that we in West Africa go through the motion of opening our societies up just to please the world and our critics. It is heartwarming to note however that there are some genuine positive developments in the sub-region and with time democracy and the rule of law shall be entrenched. There has been relative peace, and which peace has come with a rise in human rights activism; civil society groups are becoming more proactive in asserting basic human rights and governments appear to be responding positively to the new trend.  

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), other sub-regional institutions and organised civil society bodies are increasingly playing a positive strategic interventionist role in the process of upholding democracy and the rule of law. Their efforts are given further impetus by such regional initiatives as NEPAD, the Constitutive Act of the African Union and ECOWAS protocols.

Currently, the most active institutional shelve of the ECOWAS is the Authority of the Heads of State and Parliament, the Community Parliament is yet to perform the need strategic role of law making in the sub-region.  I would like to conclude by appealing to all relevant stakeholders to support the West Africa Youth Parliament by arming them with adequate capacity and support to compliment the effort of the Community Parliament.  This has become increasingly vital given the increasing strategic need of ensuring good governance, the rule of law and respect for Human Rights in West Africa.

ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND

	HISTORY OF WAYN
In March 2001, four young people from West Africa
participated in a youth Forum held in the United
States. During the forum, they met and discussed the
problems threatening the future of West Africa and the
role of young people in serving as agents for peace
and social change. Thus, the West African Youth
Network (WAYN) was born as a vision, a sign of hope
and a challenge for the future.

 


The West African Youth Network was established in March 2001 to mobilize young people across the region to get involve n activities relating to Peace building, conflict resolution, governance, youth empowerment and development, human rights, sustainable development and HIV/AID.  Since its establishment, the organization continues to strive relentlessly to achieve its objectives. 

It presently maintains Focal Point in thirteen West African Countries. These Focal Points are charged with the responsibility of ensuring the achievement of the organization’s objective at the country level. WAYN is a member of the Youth for Peace in Africa Foundation, Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, African Youth Parliament, Mano River Union Peace Forum and Youth Action International. The organization also served as convener of the Mano River Union Youth Parliament. 

Its Regional Secretariat is based in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Funding partners include the Open Society Institutive of West Africa, Plan Netherlands, Alert Foundation, Westminster Foundation for Democracy and the Canadian International Development Agency

Over the last few years, WAYN has placed its emphasis on governance democracy and peace building, utilizing the skills of young people from the multi track approach.  WAYN believes that these crucial issues are interwoven to the long term development and participation of young people in West Africa.

Annex 2:               The Children’s Cry




  Written by Herbert Bangura, Participant



           Theme song at Closing Ceremony 

Intro: when will this stop?

Where will the children find love?

Our eye are filled with tears 

All of our days we live in tears 

Please give peace a chance 

Let the children be free at last

It’s love the children needs and not  guns

The rule of the law and not of guns

Can’t you hear them cry?

Chorus: oh I hear the children are crying the children are crying 

The children are crying 

I hear the children are crying for love 

Oh I hear the children are crying 

The children are crying 

I hear the children are crying for peace 

I can hear the children are crying 

I still hear the children are crying for care

Oh I hear the children are crying

The children are crying

I still hear the children crying for love

Stanza 1 when will this nightmare end

We are homeless with no defence

Children around the world are initiated 

To take guns and fight

For things they know nothing about 

People all over just getting frustrated 

We pray for live and see each other

Cuz situations’ making life harder 

Let u’r  will be done on earth 

As in heaven this we pray 

But where is the peace we long for 

Every day new cases of rapes

Our sisters are messed and abused

The children’s future all lying in stake

2 White  prices in different places and states

Do nothings but escalate 

Politicians  all becoming fake

Sooner you’ll die  

List Participants

	No
	Name
	Country
	Telephone #
	Email Address

	1
	Hon. Joseph N. Kaindoh
	Sierra Leone
	+232-076707721
	Lemani2003@yahoo.com

	2
	Hon. Bakari Yolou
	Benin
	
	

	3
	Hon. Abdou Abdourahamne
	Niger
	+227-929459
	manidjo@yahoo.fr

	4
	Hon. Demba Traore   
	Mali
	(232) 22-235-626
	hmdtra@yahoo.fr

	5
	Hon. Duta Kamaso
	Gambia
	220 4226643/9941966
	hdkamaso@yahoo.com

	6
	Hon. S. Diop
	Senegal
	
	

	7
	Hon Sidebe Aissata
	Burkina Faso
	226 76664578
	assidibe@yahoo.fr

	8
	Hon. Kwabena Adusa
	Ghana
	
	 aafanou@yahoo.fr

	9
	Hon. Abdul Azeez Idris King
	Nigeria
	080 359 54660
	azeezidrisking@yahoo.com

	10
	Hon. Dr. F. Hassan   
	Sierra Leone
	232 76604276
	

	11
	Aurelia     E           Tamba
	Liberia
	(002316) 5-29-225
	aureliababy@yahoo.com 

	12
	Sammy Jacobs Abbey
	Ghana
	+233-244666045
	samabbey@africamail.com

	13
	Daniel Edah
	Benin
	229 076408
	africa_peace@yahoo.fr

	14
	Dessaline Felix 
	Liberia
	+231-6414184
	revallo@priest.com

	15
	Bintou Diallo
	l/Burkina Faso
	
	diallomarie@hotmail.com

	16
	Mohammed Toure
	Guinea
	224 286752
	MOTOURE1@HOTMAIL.COM

	17
	Zachariah              Jah
	Sierra Leone
	(232) 76-707-364
	zacjah@yahoo.com 

	18
	Clarissa Thomas
	Sierra Leone
	+232-76604276
	clarissathomas@undp.org

	19
	Mohamed               Nyakoi
	Sierra Leone
	(+232) 767-480-03
	mednyoks73@hotmail.com 

	20
	Korzo P Forkpa
	Liberia
	231 6 559127
	Korzo2005@yahoo.com

	21
	Mohammed S. Sesay
	Sierra Leone
	232 22 235 626
	mohammedsillah@yahoo.com

	22
	Adama Sylla 
	Guinea
	
	damasylla@hotmail.com

	23
	Ibrahim Sankoh
	Sierra Leone
	+23276676127
	igtsankeh@yahoo.com

	24
	Kadiatou            BANGOURA
	Guinée


	(00224)2551 21/691160
	Kadiatoubangoura2003@yahoo.fr

	25
	Mame D. Ndiaye
	Senegal
	+221-5526877
	diarryatouo2@yahoo.fr

	26
	Arthur   R.M.          Becker
	Libéria
	(002316)55-62-38
	unylib@yahoo.com

	27
	Alya Soumah
	Guinée
	+224-339583
	Soumah_alya@yahoo.fr

	28
	Abdul Jobe
	The Gambia
	
	

	29
	Dr. Oumar Ndongo                    
	Senegal
	(00224) 12 67 8320
	mrupeacef@yahoo.com
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	43
	Mr Ojeneyi Adeola
	Nigeria
	(
	waynnigeria@yahoo.co.uk

	444445..
	Linda B. M. Becker

Bruno Sanogo

Marima  Toure
	Liberia

Mali

Guinea
	231 65 21 997
	Beckerlinda83@yahoo.com








� The Cassamance rebellion which is only just coming to an end is a caveat to the so-called stability of Senegal. 





� The Casamance region is bordered by Guinea Conakry and Guinea Bissau both of which have had a fare share of instability and which greatly influenced the Casamance rebellion. Guinea Bissau is on record to have directly aided the rebels.





